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We, the Executive and members of 
RTO, thank you Don for your 
extremely loyal, faithful and 
conscientious efforts in the 25 plus 
years you have been our Treasurer. 

Mary Antoniolli, our 2-year 
director, so aptly stated “I have had 
the pleasure of working with Don 
as I moved through the executive 
positions, and found him to be 
pleasant, efficient and just plain 
fun to be around. We are grateful 
for Don’s continuing service to 
District 12 as treasurer, and value 
his amazing contribution.”  

Jack Beamer 

 

Read our tribute to Don, our one and 
only District 12 Norfolk Treasurer inside 
our 50th issue of Prime Time! 

Don Gardner 
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President’s Message 
 
Ingrid Coppens 

Welcome Spring 
By now the memories 
of ‘mile high’ snow and 
snow shoveling are 
long gone and dreams 
of 80 degree 
temperatures and 
beach weather are on 
the horizon.  My year 
as president has been 
flying by and already I 

am planning to attend the spring President’s 
workshop, pre Senate and Senate. This year I 
will be attending 2 pre-senate information 
meetings as I’d like to stay in contact with our 
former connection, the Central area districts as 
well as make new connections with the South 
area districts to which we are now attached. 
I want to focus in this greeting, on two of the 
goals I have set for my presidency term.  At this 
point in time, Fred Guidolin, our webmaster 
and organizer of MailChimp, the vehicle 
through which we contact members easily, has 
113 email addresses on his list.  In reality, there 
are over 600 RTO members in Norfolk District 
12. It is my thought that this ratio does not work 
efficiently when we are trying to contact and 
pass on to members, important information, 
requests, reminders of events such as our 
travelogues, banquets and our new Retiree 
Champagne Brunch in September as well as 
our Wellness Program events that our 
district provides for the benefit of our members. 

In the next few months, members of the 
executive will be phoning those members who 
do not show an email address on our list from 
Provincial, to ask if you wouldn’t mind the 
District using your email address for the above 
purposes through the mail chimp.  I understand 
that there are many who do not know a great 
deal about computers or even own one, and that 
is understandable but those who do, I hope you 
would give Norfolk District 12, permission to 

use your email, solely for RTO related 
business. There is always the concern about 
email addresses passing on without one’s 
permission, but no one will be able to see your 
email address or access it through this vehicle. 

My second goal is to make a stronger 
connection with the Grand Erie DSB as well as 
the Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDB so that 
when teachers/education related personnel 
retire, we may be aware of this, help them with 
information about health insurance and above 
all to invite them to our Retiree Champagne 
Brunch that we hold every September. Always 
know that we are extremely grateful, if you are 
aware of anyone retiring from the education 
systems (Teachers, Secretaries, Custodians, 
EA’s, Principals, etc., Catholic or Public 
schools as well as Sprucedale), that you contact 
us to let us know so that we can forward them 
that special invitation to our Champagne 
Retiree Brunch. 

I hope you have all survived this long, cold and 
snowy winter and look forward, as I do, to 
sandals and shorts.                
Make it a great day!                                     
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1st Vice President’s Report 
  
Liz Whiton 

 
It is so exciting to 
belong to such a quality 
organization as 
RTO/ERO. Three very 
exciting things really 
caught my attention 
this winter, at the 
Provincial level.  
 

The first item is that we have one of the best 
health care providers in the country.  Johnson 
Insurance is very generous and continues to 
provide more and more items in their 
contracts. Anyone who has worked in a school 
can join (this includes a secretary, custodian, 
educational assistant) along with their spouse 
and/or partner.  Please read Virginia Birnie's 
article for more details.  
 
The second item is that Provincially, they now 
have sufficient funds to put a Geriatric Chair in 
place at the University of Toronto who will 
organize and push for quality care for all 
seniors.  Additional funds are still being 
requested for more initiatives related to this 
project, however, this is a huge 
achievement.  Thank you for any donations 
made. This project will improve the lives of all 
seniors and in time, we will also benefit. 
 
The third exciting item Provincially is that they 
are also lobbying for us to receive additional tax 
credits as seniors.  Specifically, they are pushing 
to issue a "stay fit" credit for seniors and this 
will allow us to deduct our gym 
memberships.  Every little bit helps, and we can 
all enjoy a few extra hundred dollars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Locally, there are also a number of exciting 
things happening.  We are launching the start of 
Student Scholarships that will be given to 
students attending elementary and 
secondary schools in the former boundary of 
Norfolk. Successful candidates will be selected 
by the school and will be awarded starting this 
year school.  We wish to award students who 
benefit from receiving the monies and have a 
history of assisting other students in the school. 
(eg peer tutor, kindergarten helper etc) 
 
There are other exciting items locally, but I will 
leave them for others to report. 
  
Finally, the really big news is the Spring 
Luncheon to be held on May 7, at Vittoria 
Community Centre, that will be honouring all 
people who have worked in any of the three Port 
Dover Schools that have closed.  This includes 
Port Dover Public Elementary, Doverwood and 
Port Dover Composite School.  A special perch 
dinner by the famous Knetchel’s Chefs is being 
served and entertaining us as guest speakers 
will be former "Dover" Celebrity Principals.  The 
room will be awash with Dover memorabilia and 
decorated in the "fishing community" flavour.  It 
will truly be a memorable and exciting banquet. 
Please remember to reserve your tickets by 
sending me the Luncheon Reservation form and 
relevant funds. Please see the banquet article for 
more information.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you all on May 7, 
2014!                          

Our District Executive Leaders 
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2nd Vice President’s Report 
 
Margaret Payne 
 
I have just retired in 
June so retirement is 
very new to me.  I 
worked in Education for 
over thirty years so it is 
taking a while to become 
accustomed to not 
having to get up at the 
crack of dawn and go to 
work in a school! 
 
My husband and I have 

managed to go on two trips since I retired; the 
first being a month in Scotland visiting friends 
and relatives and travelling to Blackpool and 
London as well.  It was very enjoyable!   That was 
in September and October.   
 
In early February we went on our first cruise to 
the Eastern Caribbean on the Oasis of the Seas, 
one of the biggest cruise ships afloat. We visited 
the Bahamas, St. Thomas and St. Maartens.  The 
weather was gorgeous but unfortunately we came 
back to more winter!  
  
I am looking forward to going to my first Senate 
this May as an observer where I trust I will learn a 
lot about this great organization to which I now 
belong.  I think it will be a wonderful experience 
and I am ready to put my expertise in 
administration towards benefitting Norfolk 
RTO and beyond.    
! 
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Health and insurance 
Report 

Virginia Birnie 
 
This is a review of 
Health Benefits from 
RTO that was sent to 
me prior to you 
receiving the new 
2014 RTO/ERO 
Group Benefits 
Program 
administered by 
Johnson. 
 

These are the highlights but I encourage you to 
read your 2014 Insurance Plans Booklet that 
provides a summary of the RTO/ERO Group 
Benefits Program. 
 
RTO/ERO Health Plans - Strengths 
 
1. Prescription drugs with reimbursement 85% 
of ingredient cost to a maximum of $3000 per 
insured person per calendar year. (p 14) 
 
2. Educational benefit covers up to  $200 per 
person/year for health related physician- 
authorized education program. (p 21) 
 
3. You can utilize all of the 15 different 
paramedical practitioners without a 
physician's authorization for 80% 
reimbursement of $1000 per calendar year per 
insured person for all practitioners combined. 
(p 16) 
 
4. There is allocation for prescription 
eyeglasses, contact lenses and laser eye surgery 
for 80% of $325/year. (p 17) 
 
 
5. Diabetic supplies are included in the drug 
allocation reimbursement 85% to a maximum 
$3000 per insure person per calendar year. (p 
14) 
 

6. Individuals have coverage for hearing aids 
to $1000 per person/three years. 
 
Travel Benefits 
 
1. There is a generous medical stability clause 
that applies to cancer, heart and lung 
conditions, or any condition for which you 
have been hospitalized in the 90 days prior to 
departure. 
 
2. Now a change in medication does not affect 
your coverage when you wish to leave for 
travelling. 
 
3. Your grandchildren are included in return of 
dependent children benefit in case of use while 
travelling. 
 
4. There is also a vehicle return benefit of 
$2000 to be used if needed while travelling. 
 
Supplemental Travel Plan for trips beyond 62 
days. (p 29) 
 
1. You have a choice of coverage durations you 
wish to use and the coverage and terms are the 
same as those under Extended Health Care 
Plan Travel Benefits. 
 
2. You have guaranteed travel insurance up to 
212 days. 
 
3. Now, no medical evidence is required to 
purchase the Supplemental Travel Plan to 
extend coverage for a holiday. 
 
4. RTO provides competitive age-based rates. 
 
 
RTO/ERO Semi- Private Hospital and 
Convalescent Care Plan 
 
1. Home care benefit is 80% to a maximum of 
$75 per day to a maximum of 30 days per 
calendar year, post hospitalization and a 
maximum of 3 days following surgery and has 
expanded to include a temporary stay in a long 
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term care facility following 24 hour 
hospitalization stay. 
 
2. Now it includes home care following a 
hospital stay or non-elective surgery, plus 
temporary stay in a long-term care facility 
following a hospital stay. 
 
RTO/ERO Dental Plan (p 24) 
 
1. RTO dental plan reimburses at the current 
fee guide. 
 
2. Basic and preventative expenses are covered 
at 85%. 
 
3. Endodontic and periodontal expenses are 
eligible to a maximum of $850/year. (p 25) 
 
4. The major restorative benefit has two 
separate maximums, each $800 /person/year. 
(p 26) 
 
5. The first is for crowns, posts, onlays and 
inlays and the second is for fixed bridges and 
partial dentures. 

 

 

 

 

 

OPS(M)TF 
Ontario Public School (Men) Teachers’ 

Federation  
Alumni 2014 Reunion 

 
WHEN - Sunday, October 19, 2014, 10:00 am 
(registration) to 4 pm 

WHERE - Sheraton Parkway Toronto North 
Suites & Conference Centre, 600 Highway 7 
East, Richmond Hill 

WHO - former staff and members and 
their significant others 

WHAT - a time to renew acquaintances, enjoy 
hospitality and share memories 

After 2 successful reunions (2010 & 2012), the 
100+ attendees voted in favour of holding 
another reunion in 2014.  Your OPS(M)TF 
Alumni Committee is in place and plans are well 
under way.  For further information and to 
register for the event, contact Louise Ewing, 
louiseaewing@bell.net  or  705-457-5831 

Spread the word!  

Main event is the brunch on Sunday, October 19 
starting with registration at 10:00 am, brunch 
starting at 11:30, program and archival 
materials to peruse included, event ends about 
3:00 pm 

 Membership fees are currently $20 per year 
with a one-time initiation fee of $10.  These 
costs cover administrative fees, gifts, pins, etc. 

The brunch is $50 per person (spouses/guests 
are most welcome). 
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Membership Report 
 
Margie Ridzon 
 
 
Congratulations to 
our new members. 
Welcome to 
RTO/ERO District 12 
Norfolk. 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a reminder that if you move, change your 
telephone number or e-mail address it is very 
important to notify RTO/ERO Provincial Office 
at 1 800 361 9888 ext. 223 and speak to 
Dianne Vezeau. This ensures that you will 
receive all your relevant Provincial and District 
information. It also saves money both at the 
Provincial level and at District 12 level. The 
Post Office charges for each piece of 
correspondence returned including your 
Renaissance magazine. 
  
Please check if you have a Rural Route #.  If the 
Post Office in your area has indicated they are 
removing this from your address, please let 
Dianne Vezeau know so the membership 
database may be updated. 
In accordance with the Privacy Act, the Retired 
Teachers of Ontario Provincial office is not 
accepting notices of address changes of 
members from third parties, such as District 
Executive members. 
Changes must come directly from the member 
or on the member’s Power of Attorney form. 
Thank you for taking care of any changes. 
Please notify Provincial at: 
  
Dianne Vezeau  
1 800 361 9888 Ext. 223 or  
membership@rto-ero.org 

Gerald Cosgrove 
Lorie Dertinger 
Barbara Doyle 
Mary Harris 
Linda Lammens 

Karen Leask 
Suzanne Le Dreff 

Richard Leitch 
Charles Luke 

Dale McManis 
Linda Mooney 
George Pond 
Lillian Wiggers 
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Goodwill Report 
 
 
Ginger Pullen 
 
One of the nicest 
activities of District 12 
Norfolk is 
communicating with 
our members when 
significant events 
happen in their lives. 
These events may be 
birthdays or 
important 
anniversaries or 

achievements. We also want to express support 
or sympathy on occasions such as illness, 
hospitalization or bereavement. This is in fact 
the mandate of the Goodwill Committee. 
 
These are our members with milestone 
birthdays (80th, 85th, 90th, 95th, etc.) taking 
place between April and September 2014. 
Congratulations to all of you! District 12 will 
send cards to all these individuals and you 
might want to as well! 
 
Geneva Campbell   April 2 
Jean Howey-Proper  May 15 
Harold Garton   May 19 
Albert Potts    June 15 
Tom Wardlaw   June 20 
Marion MacGowan   June 21 
Don Walker    June 23 
Dorothy Lockhart   July 5 
Roger Cruickshank   July 18 
Muriel Dennis   August 3 
Annette Chrisstoffels  August 19 
Shirley Richards   August 31 
Robert Hill    September 9 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
We also expressed condolences to these 
members who lost spouses or close family 
members: 
Carol Wicker 
Carol Littlewood 
Judy Hayes 
John Macauley 
Elizabeth Jane Dub 
Tom Wardlaw 
Margaret Rose Gunton 
Gloria Walpole 
 
Donations in their memory have been made to 
the Retired Teachers of Ontario Charitable 
Foundation. 
 
I want to thank all the members who have 
helped me do this job by keeping me posted 
when they hear important information about 
our members. I can be reached at 
519 582 2661 
78 First Ave. 
Delhi, ON N4B 1G3 
or  gingerpullen46@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are saddened by the loss  
of our members 

 
Joseph Van Den Hurk 

Joe Clark 
Kathy Hoey 
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RTO Walkers 
 
RTO walkers continue to explore Norfolk’s 
trails. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
of each month, beginning at 9:30 am.  New 
walkers are always welcome!  If you would like 
to receive information on locations of our 
walks, please contact  
Janie Forsythe at 519 428 3158 
janeforsythe@sympatico.ca   
   
 

 

L to R: Jack Beamer, Christine Hill, Dave 
Hill and Janie Forsythe on The Brook 
Conservation Area Trail 

Wellness Workshop 
 

On Tuesday, May 27, 2014 RTO District 12 
will continue its wellness workshops at the 

Annaleise Carr Aquatic Centre 
182 South Drive, Simcoe 

Dogwood Room 
1:30 pm. 

 
Our topic will be Mental Health in Seniors, 
focusing on Depression. Our speaker will be 
Jane Coulson, RN,  BScN, who is a 
Specialized Geriatric Services Clinician 
with Community Addiction and Mental Health 
Services of Haldimand-Norfolk. Jane will give 
us an overview of local mental health services 
and will talk to us about Mental Health in 
Seniors, focusing on Depression. Please 
join us for what will be a very informative 
session! 
  

Light refreshments will be served 
 

In order to appropriately accommodate 
our members, please RSVP, as below: 
 
 

Janie Forsythe at 519-428-3158 
janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 

or to 
 Christine Hill at 519-426-4349 
christine.hill@sympatico.ca 

 
 

Save the date! 
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local Caring Cupboard. He can often be seen 
delivering Meals on Wheels, or collecting 
food for distribution. When Don retired in 1987 
he continued with his selfless efforts. He became 
co-coordinator of Fresh Start where during 
the next 8 years they were able to change the 
lives of over 100 single moms.  

Don is also a lifetime member of the Simcoe 
Lions Club, where he began collecting 
eyeglasses soon after moving to Simcoe in 1963. 
He retrieves the spectacles from various 
pharmacies and optometric centers for future 
use as a reclamation project by the Simcoe Lions 
Club. In an article in the Simcoe Reformer of 
May 22, 2013, Don states: Bill Foster would go 
around and collect them one month and I would 
do the next. They get to know me and they will 
say, ‘Well here he is again” and I enjoy it.  It’s 
something that needs to be done. 

Since retiring Don has even found time to travel 
including tours to the Yukon, Amazon River, 
Galapagos Island, British Isles, Europe and the 
Holy Lands.  

The most amazing feat, in this writer’s opinion, 
is the fact that Don has been the Treasurer of 
the local district of the Retired Teachers of 
Ontario since he retired in 1987 – more than 25 
years! Don attends all meetings regularly, 
prepared with his handy chequebook, ready 

Donald F. Gardner                                                                       
Treasurer of Norfolk 
RTO District 12, 1987-2014 
Don Gardner was born in Bradford, Ontario, 
attended local schools, graduated in 1945 and 
entered The University of Toronto.  While there 
he was on the track and soccer teams and 
earned his school letter. After graduation he 
attended Teachers’ College. Don was first hired 
by the Alliston School Board.  In his second year 
he was moved to a new school that was actually 
not ready until January, so the students were in 
church halls and the teachers moved [from 
church to church] every period. He was teaching 
Science with no labs and few texts. At this time 
he married Dorothy and they enjoyed 62 years 
together until she passed away in 2010, 

Don left Alliston and returned to Bradford to go 
into partnership with his father in a hardware 
store and while there, his two sons David and 
James were born.  David is now living with his 
dad in Simcoe while his brother James lives in 
Kitchener.  

In 1963 the hardware store was sold and Don 
came to teach Math at the newly named Simcoe 
Composite School.  He took a number of 
Guidance courses and eventually taught both 
Math and Guidance.  Later he became Head of 
Guidance, now Student Services. As Jack 
Beamer explained at a commencement in 1986 
(the principal of SCS responsible for Don 
becoming Head of Guidance), “For many years 
Mr. Don Gardner has ensured that all of the 
awards were accounted for... and he deserves to 
stand and take a bow for all of his efforts on 
behalf of the students of SCS not only at 
commencement but every day.” 

Don is a giver and not only to RTO. He is an 
active member of his church in Simcoe as well 
as in the Lung Association. He was in charge of 
organizing blood donor clinics for over 15 years. 
He is Chairman of the Prostrate Cancer 
Support Group and is an administrator of the  
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with a couple of pre-signed cheques, to 
reimburse out-standing bills paid by executive 
members.  He is prompt with local reports on 
our funds, and with provincial reports requiring 
information on our district. He also provides 
accurate reports for our AGM and our 
newsletter, Prime Time. Don was always at the 
greeting table at our luncheons, handing out 
nametags and collecting money, with his wife at 
his side. Even after she passed away a few years 
ago, he continued to greet members with his 
cheerful smile as they arrived. 

Don has progressed into the technological era, 
using email for communication and his 
computer for calculating debits and credits. It’s 
a credit to him that he continues to learn and 
stays current with the requirements of a 
changing provincial executive. 

On October 16, 2013, Jack Beamer spoke highly 
of Don as he presented him with the Egerton 
Ryerson Bell Award at our annual Fall banquet 
in Vittoria. I concur most heartedly with Jack in 
saying that “Don should stand and (most 
certainly) take a bow” and hear our applause 
and accolades as he is praised for all his “efforts 
on behalf of the students of SCS” and all those 
he has helped in his desire to give of himself as 
well as his position as Treasurer of RTO.  

We, the Executive and members of RTO, thank 
you Don for your extremely loyal, faithful and 
conscientious efforts in the 25 plus years you 
have been our Treasurer.  Mary Antoniolli, our 
2-year director, so aptly stated, “I have had the 
pleasure of working with Don as I moved 
through the executive positions, and found him 
to be pleasant, efficient and just plain fun to be 
around. We are grateful to Don’s continuing 
service to District 12 as treasurer, and value his 
amazing contribution.“ 

Ingrid would like to thank Jack Beamer, Mary 
Antoniolli and the Simcoe Reformer for their 
assistance in providing background information 
for this article. 

 

CALLING ALL HISTORY 
ENTHUSIASTS! 

Are you interested in preserving, 
protecting and promoting our local 

educational educational history? 

Friends of the Grand 
Erie Educational 

Archives 

Serving Brant, Haldimand & Norfolk 
Counties, 

Both Public and Catholic Boards 
Elementary & Secondary Schools 

 
are holding their first 

 

AnNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

On May 21, 2014 
Joseph Brant Learning Centre  

7:00 pm 
Please come out, view our display and hear a 

short presentation about items from each 
county and enjoy some refreshments. 

An opportunity will be available for individuals 
or organizations to join our newly Incorporated 

group and become a voting member. 

Elections for five executive positions will be 
filled on this evening. 

For More Information contact Ruth-Ellen Kelly 

2kelly@bell.net or 519-426-9207 
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Days of Dover Menu 
!  Catered by Knechtel’s  ! 

Perch 
Roast Potatoes 

Salads: Caesar salad, coleslaw salad, mixed 
bean salad 
Buns 

Strawberry Cheesecake or Mouse 
Coffee, Tea, Water 

Vittoria Community Centre 
 

Wednesday May 7, 2014 
 

11:15  Socialize and mixer activity 
12:00 noon  Luncheon 

1:00  Entertaining Anecdotes, and 
Humorous Memories 

 
RSVP Liz Whiton 
2 Cardinal Knoll 

Brantford, Ontario N3R 6C9 
 

Please mail reservation forms and funds by 
April 25 

 
 $10.00 for all former Port Dover Educators 

$20.00 for all others 
Please note that all meals  

are locally subsidized 
 

PLEASE COME AND CELEBRATE WITH US 

Did you happen to work in Port Dover? 
Did your school in Port Dover close? 
 
If you answered yes to both questions, you are 
being honoured in the Days of Dover 
Celebration. 
 
Be our guest at our special Luncheon on May 7 
for only $10.00.  If you wish to bring a guest, 
you may do so by letting us know on the 
"Luncheon Reservation Form" and paying 
only $20.00 for their meal. (All meals are 
subsidized locally.) 

 
Games and Memorabilia 
Remember those colour days we used to 
have at school. Well, let's bring that fun back 
again.  In honour of those special educators 
who worked in Port Dover, please wear 
something green.  Dig around for 
something green (includes a purse or tie) and 
get into the "spirit" of Dover. Prizes are being 
awarded. 
 
If you happen to have any photos 
and memorabilia from your Days of 
Dover, please bring them to the 
luncheon.  We will have the hallway decorated 
but need school items and will gladly place 
your materials on the tables.  We are looking 
for cheerleading outfits (or pictures), football 
gear, yearbooks, school uniforms, T-shirts and 
lots of photos. (Class photos, Staff photos) 
 
Please help us out and dig around your house. 

 

 

Days of Dover 
Celebration 
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Days of Dover 
Celebration 
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After Marilyn retired in 1989, she and her 
husband spent their winters at their Florida 
home and the summers in their Normandale 
cottage.  She has enjoyed her children and 
grandchildren, who all share her gift of 
music.  With a great grandchild on the way, she 
has lots to keep her busy. 
 
Her favourite hobby is knitting.  She was 
inspired by Dorothy Gardiner to knit little bears 
for Doctors Without Borders.  All together, 
she knit 350 little bears that would bring 
comfort to young children around the world. 
When Marilyn is not knitting, you may find her 
watching football, especially her favourite 
Hamilton Ticats. 
 
We are happy to welcome Marilyn to the 
Norfolk Retired Teachers Banquet as she 
celebrates 25 years of membership in RTO/ERO 
and receives the Egerton Ryerson Bell Award. 

2013 Egerton Ryerson Bell Award Recipients 

Marilyn Brown  
 
Marilyn Brown grew up in Hamilton and taught 
school there.  She loves music and sang in choirs 
from the age of 4 years.  Over the years she has 
shared this love with her students, some even 
won a gold medal at the Kiwanis Music 
Festival. 
 
Marilyn has had some unusual experiences, 
starting when she was attending Hamilton 
Normal School.  During Christmas holidays, 
the school burned down--all books, projects 
reports--everything was lost, and classes were 
moved to a church basement that was less than 
ideal.  
 
Marilyn has taught mostly primary 
students.  She especially remembers a class of 
42 kindergarten students whose classroom was 
a windowless basement room with a concrete 
floor.  One day in April, there was a very heavy 
rain and thunderstorm.  One of her little 
students said that it was raining inside, and sure 
enough water was coming in under the 
door.  They gathered up as many books as 
possible and dragged their rug up onto the 
stage, singing "Robin in the Rain" and "April 
Showers Bring May Flowers". When it looked 
like the water was not going away, they rolled up 
their pant legs, took off their shoes and went 
upstairs. Of course there was no intercom or 
telephone in the basement! When Marilyn 
sloshed into the principal's office, he was 
stunned, but to his credit he removed his shoes 
and socks, rolled up his trousers and helped to 
carry the 42 students to safety upstairs. 

Congratulations to all our 2013 Egerton Ryerson Bell Award Recipients 
Marilyn Brown  Joan Ionson   Jocelyn Hurst Ruth Haviland 
Kuldip Gulati  Ella  Eecloo   Joseph Clark  Katherine Burbidge 
Frederick Kent  Mary Krestel   Marion Rapley Evelyn Shoff 
John Speers  Ruth King   Joan Molnar  Douglas Overbaugh 



 

 

15 spring 2014 Issue 50 

Kay Burbidge 
My teaching career began at Dundas District 
High School where I taught Grade 9 and 10 
English and French. I was fortunate to have 
landed in that school where there was a strong 
principal and a kind and helpful staff, a 
delightful atmosphere for developing my skills. 
Although I had graduated from high school at 
the head of my class and had won a scholarship 
to the University of Toronto,  when my high 
school principal came to O.C.E. in search of 
teachers, he was careful to avoid me as he knew 
that I was about to be married. Such was the 
attitude in 1954. You can imagine that at the end 
of my first year of teaching, I was delighted to 
turn down that man’s offer of a job! Even so, 
after two years in Dundas, it was time to raise a 
family. No waiting until you were pushing forty 
in that era! 

At this time, while I was happily enjoying my 
three children, there was an increasing 
emphasis on oral French. The Ministry therefore 
decided there should be an oral component to 
the Provincial Grade 13 French examination. It 
was decided to run such an exam experimentally 
in about three areas only. I was the examiner 
who was sent to northwestern Ontario, which 
was expected to be the hardest area to 
administer because of the distance between 
schools. That adventure persuaded me that I 
could still teach French. 

About two years later, twelve years after I had 
resigned from my position at Dundas, we were 
living in Simcoe and the youngest of our three 
children was finishing kindergarten at Elgin 
Avenue. Sheila Beamer, who had been head of 
the French Department at Port Dover 
Composite School, had resigned to begin a 
family. Moreover, there was available an 
excellent caregiver for our children. So, of 
course, there was a job for me! But the principal 
of PDCS was my dear husband and he searched 
everywhere to find a suitable teacher other than 
his wife lest he be accused of nepotism. In the 
end, though, I did get the job. That summer  at 
the cottage, as the whippoorwill sang the  

 

children to sleep, I studied and planned the 
Grade 13 curriculum because I had never taught 
that grade before. To begin with, I wanted to see 
what I could accomplish in five years, but of 
course I was there for twenty. 

PDCS was a wonderful school. That first year I 
taught all the three grade 9 French classes and 
what a fantastic bunch of kids they were. 
Subsequently, in accordance with my plan to see 
what I could accomplish in five years, I was able 
to teach at least some of them as they worked 
their way through to Grade 13. Of course these 
students had no idea that they were part of my 
personal experiment, but for me it was a very 
rewarding experience and those kids have a very 
special place in my heart. Over the years, I was 
privileged to teach wonderful kids and I’m 
proud to say that many of them became French 
teachers or used French in other ways. I am 
always happy to meet them as they pursue their 
adult lives. I also have many happy memories 
arising from my involvement teaching music for 
the annual production of Broadway shows. 
Quebec trips were another highlight. I must also 
mention how lucky I was to have Malcolm Mann 
as the other French teacher in my department. 
When I retired, and Malcolm became 
department head, it was comforting to know 
that I had left the teaching of French at PDCS in 
good hands. 
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Ella Eecloo 
 
During the 1950‘s there was a real shortage of 
elementary school teachers. Ella Eecloo felt a 
strong desire to teach! She was a woman for her 
time, or perhaps even ahead of her time because 
in Ontario in the 1950‘s married women with 
families didn’t commonly become teachers! 
However, in September 1958, since both her 
children were now in school, she enrolled in 
London Teachers’ College and earned her 
teaching certificate. 
She started teaching in June of 1959, at 
Middleton Township Area School #1. She taught 
grades 1 and 2, and later grades 3 and 4. Then in 
1963, she moved to Delhi Public School where 
she taught various grades. 
Over the course of her teaching career she faced 
several major challenges. At one point, new 
regulations required elementary school teachers 
to have a university degree. Now in addition to 
her teaching job and family needs, Ella was 
commuting to Hamilton’s McMaster 
University. She earned a B. A. degree, and 
then continued to earn her Junior Education 
and Arts Specialist certificates. 
Then, sadly, in 1980, her husband passed away, 
and Ella now found herself facing new 
challenges, emotional as well as financial. By 
1988, although she loved her home in Otterville, 
she felt it to be a long commute particularly in 
bad weather, so she sold it and moved to Delhi. 
  
For 25 happy years she remained on the DPS 
staff, retiring in June 1988. She speaks highly of 
the school's staff and its parent volunteers. 
Ella has thoroughly enjoyed her retirement. It 
was such a nice change to have time for 
community volunteering and personal 
recreational activities. She taught English to 
Japanese factory workers in Tillsonburg, she 
took piano lessons, learned Tai Chi and bowled. 
She has volunteered at her church and travelled 
to a great many countries. 
  
Ella is very grateful to have been a teacher. She 
found it a fulfilling and rewarding career with 
many additional benefits. 

Joscelyn Ann Hurst  
 
Joscelyn Ann Hurst was a teacher from 1957-
1988.  She sent me the following letter to share 
with the RTO Banquet audience. 
In 1957, when I began teaching at Westdale 
Secondary School in Hamilton, my salary of 
$4,400.00 (if I am remembering correctly) 
prompted a male member of the staff to ask if 
my hand shook as I took my first paycheque! 
When, 25 years ago, I retired, my salary had 
increased 10-fold-but, so had the price of bread. 
 
During those years I enjoyed many treasured 
moments, both in the classroom and 
beyond.  The Woman from Dover, 14 Broadway 
musicals, several other musicals and plays 
dominate my memories.  Car rallies at PDCS 
ending at our home in Selkirk (at least for most 
of the participants), staff parties with colleagues 
at Hagersville High School, Port Dover 
Composite School, the former Glendale 
Juvenile Detention Centre in Simcoe, and 
finally Simcoe Composite School, cross 
country ski outings at our home in Lynn Valley--
all good memories.  
 
And how could I forget that first memorable 
canoe trip around Eighteen Mile Island on The 
French River, nor The Expo 67 trip when 
suddenly cries of "Madame, Madame, the 
Quebec boys are trying to pick a fight!" and I 
burst out of the dormitory to confront lads, eyes 
blazing, mouth foaming (I'd been brushing my 
teeth!) to chastise them: "Soyez gentils, on ne 
veut que d'essayer d'etre des amis" --or words to 
that effect.  Foam--or wild words--it 
worked!  An earlier trip (1959) with The 
Hagersville Harrier Team had been much 
calmer--and we won that fall in Montreal.  
 
The loss of my sparring partner, Don, has 
created a huge hole in my life, after 60 years of 
verbal tussling.  However, here with my 
daughter, Elizabeth (EJ) and her family, on 
Gabriola Island in British Columbia, I find 
contentment. Greetings to all who knew us.  
I can be reached at joscelynahurst@gmail.com 
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District 12 membership and readily adopted in  
his 1994-1995 term. 
 
Fred is married to Joan for 50 years and has two 
sons, one daughter-in-law and four grandsons.  
He is living a full life and continues to celebrate 
each day with friends and family. Fred is a very 
warm, considerate and well-respected gentleman.  
He states that it is an honour for him to be 
receiving his very own Egerton Ryerson Bell 
Award.  
 
Larry Dickey 

Fred Kent  
Fred Kent was born in Brantford, and moved  
with his family to Simcoe in time to begin 
Kindergarten at North Public School in 1937.  He 
attended a number of local schools and then 
completed the one-year Teachers' College  
program in 1953. He continued working and 
studying and graduated in 1971 from McMaster 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree and  
in 1976 from the University of Western 
Ontario with an Ontario Elementary School 
Principal's Certificate. 
 
During this time, Fred gained teaching   
experience in a number of schools, one in 
Hamilton and the rest in the Norfolk Board of 
Education. He worked at W. F. Hewitt School, 
Elgin Avenue School, South School, Townsend 
Senior Public School, North Public School, and 
Courtland  
Public School.  In 1988, after 36 years of 
experience, (16 years as an administrator) he 
retired from education.  
 
Fred has since been very active in community 
service. He served as a Municipal Councilor for  
the Town of Simcoe, a Regional and Area 
Municipal Councilor for the Region of 
Haldimand-Norfolk and  the Town of 
Simcoe.  He has also served as a Director for the 
Norfolk General Hospital Board, the Town 
of Simcoe Housing Corporation, the  
Norfolk County Fair and the Fair 
Foundation. He is also actively involved in Old 
Windham United Church as a past Council 
Chair, Trustee, and Elder. He is a Past President 
and current Life Member of the Simcoe  
Lions Club. 
 
Fred has also been actively involved in 
RTO/ERO. Locally he was the Past President  
in 1993-95 and worked on the Prime Time 
Newsletter Committee for many years. He 
along with colleague, Larry Dickey, initiated the 
first Egerton Ryerson Bell Award to honour  
those who were celebrating 25 years of 
retirement. The idea was presented to the  



 

 

18 Prime Time 

the Robarts School for the Deaf because their 
birthdays missed the entrance deadline.  So  
they came to school together to "socialize".   
How funny was that--they spent most of their 
time sneaking up on each other to turn off each 
other's hearing aid battery box--one wore his  
on his back, the other one in his front 
pocket.  What fun they were and kept their  
peers in stitches.  
 
I was privileged also to be able to become  
involved with supply teaching at VHSS.   
Privileged because--remember my certificate  
said Kindergarten to Grade 3!  How funny was 
that! I loved it as I got all my kindergarten kids 
back.  My first assignment was Grade 9.   
Through the door walked Michael - took one  
look at me and with one foot still in the air, said 
to his buddy - "Oh my____, that's my 
kindergarten teacher!"   
I'll never forget that incident or that kid.  His 
corner of the classroom was very, very quiet  
that period. Hmm.  
 
I've always said--if you want to find out more 
about how your community or county or  
country ticks--join a political party and serve 
there.  Make sure your car is red :) 
 

Mary Lou Krestel 
 
Mary Lou has been married to her husband 
Johnny since 1956 and has 2 daughters, Sara  
Van Hamme in Port Rowan, and Catherine 
Krestel-Porritt in Simcoe.  She also has 5 
grandchildren. She graduated from Toronto 
Teachers' College in 1955 with a Primary 
Specialist Certificate. She taught one year at 
Clinton Public School in Toronto and then in  
Port Rowan for 3 years and then retired for the 
first time in 1958. 
 
She went back into the classroom in 1969 when 
the Norfolk School Board opened up 
kindergartens across the district and then  
retired the second time in 1989.  She 
completed 7 years of occasional teaching.  
 
Mary Lou has been very active in the  
community volunteering her time and talents in 
many places.  She served as PR chair for the 
Norfolk Women Teachers' Federation, 
chaired the local Blood Donor Clinic at  
Valley Heights Secondary School for 25 years, 
served on the Norfolk General Hospital's 
Foundation Board for 16 years, and  
currently serves on the Port Rowan Park   
Committee and Norfolk County Port  
Rowan Harbour Commission just to  
mention a few of her achievements. 
 
This is the speech that Mary Lou presented: 
In looking back on my "formative years" I  
realized that I was greatly influenced by my  
very good friend, the late Mary Lou 
Norman.  When she was on staff in Port Rowan, 
she gently nudged me into the position of  
Political Action/Public Relations for the  
Norfolk Women Teachers' Federation.   
Actually, she literally talked me into it, and so  
one thing sort of leads to another, from one 
service to another.  They were fun years. 
 
A couple of fun things happened "on my way to 
the forum".  I'll never forget the first year I was 
teaching Kindergarten in St. Williams and Port 
Rowan. I had 2 little boys who missed going to  
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Our Third Annual  
Golf Tournament 

 
Springview Farm 

Golf Course 
 

Monday, June 2, 2014  
(If golf is cancelled due to rain,  

there will be indoor social activities 
followed by dinner) 
Tee-Off 3:30 pm  

The RTO Norfolk Golf Tournament this year 
will be raising money for the Labour and 
Delivery Department of Norfolk General 
Hospital. The first two years the money raised 
was put towards Provincial RTO’s project to 
raise three million dollars for geriatric 
research at the University of Toronto. That 
goal has been accomplished. 

This year we have chosen the L&D 
department at NGH. It is a natural project for 
Norfolk RTO because it involves children. 
Kelly Isfan, CEO of Norfolk General Hospital, 
tells us that the upgrade to this department is 
a priority. 

Our objective this year is to raise $2000 and 
with your help we can do it. If anyone would 
like to make a further donation to the D&L 
Unit at!NGH we can facilitate that at this 
event. 

Come out and enjoy a day of FUN and help us 
meet our goal for this worthy project. 

See enclosed flyer to register! 

The RTO Golf Committee 

RTO/ERO 
Charitable Foundation 

 

 

Our second annual Golf Tourney organized by 
Keith Ashley generated funds that were 
presented to Leo Normandeau, RTO President 
at our Fall Luncheon. 

 

 

District 12 Norfolk 
funds for  

Norfolk Public Library 

 
 

Carol DeFields and Nancy Smiley with our 
donation to the Norfolk Public Library 
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RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk Directory 
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President     Ingrid Coppens  428 0575 laring60@gmail.com 
Past President    Nancy Smiley  426 2847 nsmiley16@hotmail.com 
First Vice-President   Liz Whiton  209 6563 lizwhiton@gmail.com 
Second Vice-President  Margaret Payne 428 3489 margaret.payne@live.com 
Secretary    Janie Forsythe  428 3158 janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 
Treasurer     Don Gardner   426 2381  dgardner@amtelecom.net 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
Archives     Ruth-Ellen Kelly 426 9207 2kelly@sympatico.ca 
Goodwill     Ginger Pullen   582 2661 gingerpullen46@yahoo.com 
Health Services   Virginia Birnie  426 5162 nvcrbirnie@sympatico.ca 
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     Mary Antoniolli 443 5858 fatherspoint@gmail.com 
Pension Concerns   Peter Wheatley  426 8480 wheatley@kwic.com 
Political Advocacy   Doug Thompson 426 1063 gunner@kwic.com 
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Newsletter/Website  Alfred Guidolin  582 2945 alfredguidolin@gmail.com 
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