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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Nancy Smiley 

Sitting, thinking and 
watching the 
Canadian geese 
outside my living 
room window I 
reached for my old 
Grade 13 book of 
poetry looking for 

words of warmth and discovered a poem 
written by Emily Dickinson entitled 'A Light 
Exists in Spring", which made me think of 
colour and nature.  
 
Taking advantage of some down time in the 
early spring, I enjoyed my first trip ever to 
New Orleans and surrounding southern areas 
during the latter part of March. 
  
Upon my return there were busy times 
ahead as President of District 12. After ten 
years of retirement I think back to my 
working days and certainly think of our 
present teachers and the stressful year they 
have had and the support they will need in 
the future. I'm still meeting and working 
with new and wonderful people in RTO/ERO. 
Remember our organization is  
voluntary and much needed volunteer work 
keeps retirees young and fit, so please step 
in and help out when you can. 
  
Many welcomes and appreciation go to 
Ingrid Coppens and Liz Whiton, who have 
respectively stepped into the roles of 1st 
Vice-President and 2nd Vice-President. 
Thanks go to Ruth-Ellen Kelly who is 

managing the Archives and to Ginger Pullen 
who is sending cards and regards to 
members as our Goodwill ambassador. 
Margie Ridzon is continuing fine work on 
the membership committee with assistance 
from Mary Antoniolli. Members of your 
executive have been working well together 
with Mary to present the Decades of 
Distinction III. 
 
All of the Committee Chairs are working 
hard to keep you updated on information 
coming from provincial as well as 
happenings in your own district. Please 
consider, if you haven't done so, sending 
your e-mail address to Fred Guidolin, 
alfredguidolin@sympatico.ca 
to learn of new district activities. 
  
Congratulations go out to Dave Garner and 
his team for a fantastic Bach to Pop 
concert. Dave's interest and mastery with 
the accordion certainly brought a unique 
talent to the community. 
  
Read the information in the newsletter and 
plan to attend the District's 2nd Annual 
Golf Tournament to support the RTO/ERO's 
Charitable Foundation. 
  
Many members continue to enjoy the trail 
walks Janie Forsythe organizes and movie 
nights that Ginger usually instigates. Much 
fun is had by all, please join us. 
  
Finally, much appreciation goes out to Fred 
Guidolin for the professional newsletter he 
creates. Enjoy the reading and information. 
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1st Vice President’s Report 

Ingrid Coppens 

Hello everyone, and 
by this time hopefully 
I could say, Happy 
Spring. 

As you may know, I 
came into the Vice 
President’s position 

last fall quite suddenly and since then I’ve 
had some wonderful experiences. Right 
away I attended pre-senate meetings in 
Hamilton, followed by the Senate meetings 
in Toronto for a couple of days. It was a 
very interesting time for me as I was very 
much a ‘newbie’ to the RTO conference. It 
was great to be part of such a fantastic 
organization that spread all across the 
country (Ontario, Quebec and BC) and for 
sure I learned a great deal.  

Upon my return from Australia in 
December, I soon was introduced to all the 
vagaries of being part of the executive of 
RTO Norfolk 12, both committees and 
meetings. We’ve begun our work on the 
Spring banquet and hopefully I’ve got a 
good solid hold on the responsibilities of 
my position. I’m sure it will continue to be 
an interesting learning experience for me, 
and one to which I enjoyably look forward. 
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Health Insurance Report 

Virginia Birnie 

Benefits, Benefits, 
Benefits! 

RTO members have 
them and some 
people live without 
them. How very 

fortunate we are to have the option to 
purchase health benefits. In my early 
teaching days I don’t remember thinking 
about them… I was quite healthy and 
didn’t really seem to need them but Health 
Benefits were there whenever I needed 
them. Now, I am one of the 83,000 
members and dependents participating in 
the RTO/ERO Group Benefits Plan and 
making good use of the insurance. We 
have been told by our local doctors that 
“teachers have a good benefit plan”.  

RTO/ERO keeps its members up to date 
with the latest information and as 
members who are enrolled in the RTO/ERO 
Group Benefit Program, you will have 
received the following documents with the 
changes that have been made to date: 

The Newsletter Update 2013 was sent to 
you in late 2012 and outlines “What’s New 
for 2013”… monthly premium changes, 
plan enhancements to the Extended Health 
Care Plan, new dental care 

reimbursements, the Did You Know? 
Section will give you further features 
offered to RTO members. 

Going Places 2012/13 newsletter was also 
sent to you in late 2012 and provides new 
travel and insurance–related information. It 
is excellent reading for you before you 
leave on your next trip. 

Renaissance Fall 2012 issue - Health Wise 
Insert – was included in the Fall 2012 
edition of RTO Renaissance magazine and 
provides information on issues affecting 
RTO Health Plans. 

Benefit Statement and Income Tax Letter 
was mailed to you in February 2013 if you 
were enrolled in one or more of the 
insurance plans. The Benefit Statement 
outlines the insurance plans that are 
available to RTO members, the plans they 
have chosen and their monthly deductions. 
The Income Tax letter summarizes the 
premium payments made in the previous 
taxation year along with any claims paid 
under RTO Health Plans within the same 
year. 
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Comparison of RTO Health Plans to RTIP 
Plus ARM Original Individual Insurance Plan 
is an updated comparison of the group RTO 
Health Plan to the individual insurance plan 
offered by Ontario Teachers Insurance Plan 
(OTIP) that is most comparable to our 
plan. This is a subtle but important change 
from prior illustrations. 

A frequent request is for an updated copy 
of the Insurance Plans Booklet 2011. But 
the Insurance Plans Booklets are produced 
and distributed to all RTO Insurance Plans 
participants every three years and the 
latest one is dated 2011. The next 
distribution will take place in early 2014. 
You will receive a summary of 2012 and 
2013 Health Plan changes in November. 

As the District Health Representative for 
Norfolk I have already received my 
registration form to attend my second 
workshop in early June. I found my first 
one, a year ago, interesting and 
informative and I’m looking forward to not 
being quite so “green” at this next one. 
How quickly the time passes! 

 

 

Understanding Your 
Options for Local 

Health Care Support 
 

RTO District 12 is sponsoring an 
information session regarding local health 
care options available to us for 
supplemental care in our home and in the 
community.  We will have a speaker from 
the Community Care and Access Centre 
(CCAC) who will explain your options. 

In addition, a representative of the 
RTO/ERO Health Insurance Plan will be in 
attendance to answer your questions 
about the plan. 

Monday May 27 
2:00pm 

Army and Navy Hall, 
53 Water Street, Simcoe 

In order to appropriately accommodate our 
members, please RSVP to 

Janie Forsythe at 519-428-3158 
janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 

or to 
Christine Hill at 519-426-4349 

christine.hill@sympatico.ca 
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Project: Service To 
Others Report 

Peter Scovil 
 
Last spring we were 
granted $4,000 from 
the provincial RTO to 
help Tumaini 
Children’s Foundation. 
It is a charitable 
organization founded 
and directed by 

Simcoe resident, Cherie Szucs, dedicated 
to the care, support and education of 
orphaned and needy children in and around 
the village of Usa River, (near Arusha) 
Tanzania. The funding was to help outfit an 
additional classroom, including a computer 
and textbooks, at the orphanage, and to 
help with ESL and teacher training. Here 
are some notes based largely on Cherie's 
blog; she is presently on site in Tanzania. 

Kathy Hoey with Class I 
 
 
 

With generous funding from the Norfolk 
RTO, sponsor support, and the hard work 
of our volunteers, we’ve outfitted not only 
one, but a second classroom to 
accommodate both our Class I and II 
students, and acquired two computers. 
With our previous pre-primary classroom, 
this makes three. Thank you Norfolk RTO  
and other sponsors for building and 
beautifying our classrooms! We have also 
hired two teachers including our Class II 
teacher, Winner Tilya. Class I was taught 
by Norfolk retired teacher volunteer, Kathy 
Hoey, in January and February. The class is 
now being taught by a Tanzanian teacher, 
Juni Mwenyi.  

Class II with Winner Tilya 
 
We have added a “catch up” class for 
those older children struggling with poor 
English. With the support of Norfolk RTO, 
we have hired a university graduate (a 
rarity in education here) as a teacher. Mr. 
Richard Mrema is hard at work with our 
teenagers using new texts and computer 
assistance to improve their English.  



 

 

7 RTO/ERO DISTRICT 12 NORFOLK SPRING 2013 ISSUE 48 

Richard Mrema helping Anna and Mary with 
English  

Unfortunately, after a certain age, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to transition 
from Swahili (the main language in 
Tanzania) to English. This transition is vital 
if children wish to attend secondary school, 
as it is taught in English. Students with 
weak foundations in academics also have 
to struggle to catch on to the new 
language, falling even farther behind in 
their studies. We’ve witnessed this in  
many of the children who come from 
poorer elementary schools taught only in 
Swahili, and who may have virtually no 
English. We trust that Richard Mrema's 
teaching will help our students make the 
transition to secondary school successfully. 
  
In a recent email, Cherie says, “Please 
ensure that the Norfolk RTO is aware of 
how very grateful we are!” We at Norfolk 
RTO are proud to be able to help out in 
this very needy part of the world. Cherie's 
blog is at www.tumainimama.blogspot.com 
if you want to read more about the work 
there.  

This year, we have applied for funding for 
the Write To Give program, headed up by 
Amy McLaren, a grade one teacher with 
the Grand Erie District School Board, who 
lives in Port Dover. It is a program helping 
elementary students to become published 
authors while giving back to children in 
developing countries.  
 
The process of writing a fiction book 
involves five classes who develop a 
different part of the story based around 
character attributes suggested by the 
school board. Each book can involve 
classes from the same school or from 
different schools, even different countries. 
The books are then sold with the money 
going directly to the parent organization, 
World Teacher Aid, to help build schools in 
Kenya. Primary and Junior teachers with 
Grand Erie who have retired in the last few 
years may have been involved in this 
program which has now been successfully 
implemented in 90% of the board's 
elementary schools, involving over 5,000 
students over the years. Classes from 
Norway, England, India, USA, Hong Kong, 
Uganda, Japan and Switzerland have also 
participated and in less than four years, 
over 100 books have been published.  
 
The kids love becoming published authors, 
teachers find the program easy to 
implement and administrators appreciate 
that it follows curriculum guidelines. Plus, it 
generates funds and excitement for 
helping kids in Africa.  
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Membership Report 

Margie Ridzon and 
Mary Antoniolli 

Welcome to these 
new members who 
recently joined us: 

Pamela Dixon 
Sharon Le Gros 
Lynn Watkins 

  
The total number of members in our 
Norfolk District 12 is 585. Of these 539 
are full members and 46 are associates. 
  
New retirees are invited to contact 
RTO/ERO at www.rto-ero.org  
or call toll free  
1-800-361-9888 to ask about plans 
designed exclusively for members. 
  
Locally, to receive a retirement kit which 
includes applications for Group Insurance 
Benefits and Full or Associate membership 
in District 12 call Margie Ridzon or Mary 
Antoniolli (see back cover). 
 
 

District 12 Golf 
Tournament 

RTO Norfolk held its first 
annual Charity Golf Classic in 
2012. It was a successful 
event and the tournament, with some help 
from Norfolk RTO, made over $700.00 for 
the RTO/ERO Charitable Fund in support of 
geriatric research. 

This year our goal is to raise $1000.00 and 
we can do this with your help. Ten dollars 
from every entry, golfer or social, goes to 
the charity. There will be a silent auction 
and a putting contest to help reach our 
goal. 

Plan to join us on Monday, May 6, 2013 
(rain date May 13) 

Woodside Greens Golf Club 
Tee-Off 3:30 pm 

 
We encourage every RTO member to come 
and enjoy a fun filled day of non- 
competitive golf, a great social time and 
support of a wonderful project. We also 
encourage you to invite a friend or make 
your own foursome. If you don’t want to 
golf, come and enjoy the social time. 
Thanks for your support! 

Keith Ashley 
The Norfolk RTO 
Golf Committee 

 

 

See the flyer insert 
with this issue. 
Complete the 
entry form, include 
your fee and send 
it to Karen Leask.  
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Goodwill Report 
 
Ginger Pullen 
 
Always in search of a 
new adventure, I’ve 
decided to volunteer 
for the Goodwill 
Committee! 
It certainly looks like 
an interesting 
portfolio as I will get 

to know our members better. I am inspired 
by the stories I hear when I talk to retired 
teachers! 
 
Many thanks to Barb Luchka for the work 
she did as chair of this committee over the 
past several years. 
 
These are our members with milestone 
birthdays (80th, 85th, 90th , 95th, etc.) 
taking place between January and 
September 2013. Congratulations to all of 
you! 

January 
Silvia McEwan 

Femmigje Hoekstra 
February 

Richard Esseltine 
Jocelyn Hurst 
Rose Pettit 

April 
Hazen Cronk 

Ruth King 
Roger Nope 

Babs Holdsworth 
Irene Borbely 

 

May 
Mary Edmonds 
David Nelles 

June 
Sheila McDowell 
Kenneth Keegan 

Howard Clark 
John Boon 

Jean Vanmaanen 
July 

Jorma Jarvis 
Marilyn Bowen 

August 
Nina Robinson 
Evelyn Shoff 
September 
Shirley Pond 

Laureen Beatty 
Muriel Herron 
Glenna West 

Ian Noble 
 
On a sad note we will be missing these 
members who are no longer with us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I always appreciate help from you in letting 
me know important information about our 
members. You can contact me at  
78 First Avenue, Delhi, N4B1G3 
519-582-2661 
gingerpullen@rocketmail.com 

Margaret Jarvis 
Mary Frances Bergen 

Ron Murray 
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Platforms, 
Paisley & 
Protests 

The 1970’s 
  

Vittoria Community Centre 
Wednesday, May 1, 2013 

11 am browse & visit 
12 pm luncheon 

1 pm presentation 
  

RSVP 
Please remit form and cheque  

$15/ person  
by Wednesday April 24, 2013 

to 
Ingrid Coppens 

253 Queensway West 
Simcoe, ON 
N3Y 2M9 

 
519-428-0575 

laring60@gmail.com 
 

Come and enjoy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Did you begin working in education in 

the 1970’s? Did you wear paisley 
and platform shoes? Did you 

protest? 

Do you want to celebrate your 
accomplishments at our  

Spring Luncheon? 
 

Be our guest for a complimentary 
lunch. If you wish to bring a guest, 
you may do so by letting us know 

their name and paying only  
$15 for their meal. 
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For those special 1970’s teachers being 
honoured, please remember to send your 
biography, photos and memorabilia to 
Ingrid Coppens so we can include them in 
our tribute presentation. 

These can be dropped off at Ingrid’s home. 
See address and contact information on 
the previous page. 

Menu 

Ruth’s Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Variety of Artisan Bread 

Coleslaw Salad  
Vegetable Medley 

Pickles 
Ruth’s Famous Dessert Buffet 

Ruth Reimer Catering 
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Travel Report 

The next few pages outline some ideas for 
those who enjoy travelling - travelling 
safely, travelling alone and travelling to 
explore the settings of popular films. 

The opposite page is reprinted from Health 
Matters, an RTO/ERO publication (the 
October 2012 issue) and provides a handy 
checklist of basic first aid items, 
medications, emergency contact 
information and other necessities to keep 
you and your companions safe while 
travelling. 

The article in the next column summarizes 
some handy advice from Evelyn Hannon, 
who enjoys travelling alone. Her ideas were 
published in the current spring issue of the 
CAA Magazine. 

On the following pages, we feature a 
travelogue, What Travel Writers Say by 
Michael Keenan from District 14 Niagara 
and his recent trip to Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. The recent film about Lincoln 
will probably inspire many to visit there, so 
this will provide an essential guide for this 
trip as well as some cautions about lodging 
and accommodations for this year. ED.  

 

 
 

Travelling Alone 

Having survived a divorce and now living on 
her own having adult children, Evelyn 
Hannon began a 35 day tumultuous trip to 
Europe. “I cried on that first trip, but I also 
laughed a lot.” She described it as the trip 
of her life. 

She quickly became an expert at travelling 
alone such that she launched the 
Journeywoman newsletter and 
journeywoman.com offering travel trips to 
solo female travelers back in 1997. 

Now 73, she has visited more than 60 
countries and all seven continents. Her 
advice is well tested. 

Here are but a few tips she offers. 

1. Carry and keep in view, a copy of the 
front section of your hometown 
newspaper. It serves to invite 
conversation with those who speak your 
language. 

2. Dress down, not up to observe the 
sights so that you are not a sight to be 
observed. 

3. Hide emergency money in an old vitamin 
container with a few pills in it. A thief 
won’t likely steal your vitamins. 

4. A deck of cards can offer you a game of 
solitaire or bridge depending on the 
situation. 

5. A folding paper fan is a must for humid 
countries. 

6. An LED headlamp is ideal for 
emergencies or night reading. 

7. Homemade packs of almonds and raisins 
are inexpensive, healthy travel snacks. 
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Basic First Aid Items:

��0.5% hydrocortisone cream

��Adhesive bandages

��Adhesive tape

��Antibacterial and antifungal spray/cream

��Antibacterial hand sanitizer

��Antiseptic wipes

��Blister pads or moleskin

��Disposable latex or vinyl gloves

��First-aid quick reference card

��Gauze

��Packets of oral rehydration salts

��Scissors

��Tensor bandage

��! ermometer

��Tweezers

Other Items:

��Sunscreen (SPF 15 or higher)

��Insect repellent containing DEET

��Ear plugs

��Extra pair of, or prescription for, glasses or contacts

��Mosquito net

��Water puri" cation " lter and/or tablets

��Condoms

Source: Public Health Agency of Canada

Travel Health Kit Checklist

Medications:

��If recommended, destination-speci" c medication
��Any prescription or over-the-counter drugs normally used at home
��Allergy medication
��Antacids
��Anti-diarrheal medication
��Cold and # u medication
��Laxatives
��Pain and fever medication

Contact Card:

��Name, address and phone number of a family member or friend in  
 Canada

��Name and phone number of your health care provider in Canada

��Address and phone number of your accommodations at your   
 destination(s)

��Address and phone number of hospitals or clinics at your destination(s)

��Address and phone number of the Canadian Embassy, Consulate or  
 High Commission o$  ce in your destination country/countries

��Proof of your insurance coverage

��Copy of your immunization record

A BASIC TR AVEL KIT IS IMPORTANT NO MATTER WHERE YOU TR AVEL. FIRST AID SUPPLIES AND 
MEDICATIONS MAY NOT ALWAYS BE READILY AVAIL ABLE IN OTHER COUNTRIES OR MAY BE 
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE AVAIL ABLE IN CANADA .

You may decide to include these items depending on 
personal preference, destination, and activities :

It is essential to know how and when to use the " rst 
aid supplies in your kit. You may consider taking a 
" rst aid course before you travel.

Discuss the use of medications with your health care provider before departure 
and follow the medications’ directions for use carefully, including dosage and 
when to seek medical care. Bring more than enough medication to last your 
entire trip.

Carry a card with the following information in case of a 
medical emergency:
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What Travel Writers Say 
Michael Keenan, District 14 Niagara 

Gettysburg National Military Park is 
enormous, so it's strange that Paul 
Marhevka, our battlefield guide, makes his 
first automobile tour stop at the 24th 
Michigan monument, a modest marker set 
back in the woods. He has noticed our 
Ontario license plates. 
"At least two dozen Canadians fought with 
this Union regiment. In fact, 50,000 
(Canadians) fought for both sides in the 
Civil War. A monument in Kincardine, 
Ontario is dedicated to Solomon Secord. 
Laura Secord, War of 1812 heroine, was 
his great aunt; he joined the Confederate 
20th Georgia Volunteers as a field 
surgeon."  
Paul's notebook enriches our tour. 
"Toronto Doctor Anderson Ruffin Abbott, 
the first Canadian black physician at 23, 
served with the Union Army, one of only 
eight black doctors; following the war, he 
was a personal physician to President 
Lincoln."  
July 2013, Gettysburg celebrates the 
150th anniversary of the famous battle 
when Robert E. Lee's Confederate Army of 
75,000 men met General George G. 
Meade's Union Army of 97,000 men, and 
later in November, Lincoln's Gettysburg 
Address is celebrated.  

Guide Jane Malone leads us on the "Lincoln 
Walk" to the train station where the 
president arrived in this Scottish-Irish town 
with German Lutheran homesteaders, "a 
sophisticated place, 20% agricultural, 40% 

hospitality and 40% involved in the 
carriage-making industry."  
"After the battle, Soldiers National 
Cemetery was proposed - the first in the 
USA, and four months later, Edward 
Everett, President of Harvard University 
served as keynote speaker at the 
dedication. A former governor, 
congressman, senator and secretary of 
state, Everett was one of the most famous 
orators at the time. Lincoln's role was 
secondary, asked to deliver 'a few 
appropriate remarks.'"  

Carl Whitehill, Media Relations Manager at 
the Gettysburg Convention and Visitors 
Bureau wonders how many there actually 
heard the soft-spoken Lincoln without 
powerful acoustical speakers or the huge 
Jumbotron devices employed today.  
Steven Spielberg was keynote speaker for 
last year's 149th anniversary, 
commemorating the 272 words delivered 
in 10 sentences. He describes Lincoln's 
two-minute speech as "his best and truest 
voice" and the single "most perfect prose 
poem ever penned by an American."  
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the second floor features exhibits and 
artifacts that explain the religious and race 
issues that impacted the war and its 
beginnings.  
Carl Whitehill advises that from July 4-7, 
there will be 2-3 battles re-enacted per 
day. Between battles, "Living History" is 
taught throughout the encampments as 
re-enactors answer questions from visitors 
and demonstrate period crafts. "When re-
enactors dress in uniform, they 
automatically become teachers." As with 
Franco, he thinks importance should focus 
upon the reflection side of the issue, for 
visitors to simply sit and think.  
 
A word of warning - Adams County has 
2,600 hotel rooms. 170,000 people are 
expected to arrive during the 10-day 
anniversary.  

The complete article with photos is 
available online at 
http://www.whattravelwriterssay.com/get
tysburgkeenan.html 

At the Federal Pointe Inn, (formerly Meade 
School) upon entering our room, we are 
greeted by two large 150th Anniversary 
Civil War prints hung on the walls. One 
depicts Pickett's suicidal charge across the 
wheat field (7,000 killed) on the final day 
of battle with Union cannon and rifles 
relentlessly firing from higher positions, the 
other, surrender by weary Confederate 
troops.  
At the oldest active Lutheran Seminary in 
USA, I meet Barbara Franco, Executive 
Director of the Seminary Ridge Museum, a 
four-storey 6,096 square metres (20,000 
square feet) museum that will open during 
the 150th anniversary. She points at the 
second storey window. "That's how high 
the surgeons piled discarded limbs when 
this building served as a hospital," she 
says.  
Her target audience is family, and the 
setting is appropriate because here on July 
1, the first cannons arrived at 10 am; 
Union General Buford used the cupola to 
observe enemy lines, and the first hospital 
operated here.  
At a cost of $15 million for renovations, 
exhibits, trails, and geothermal heating, 
Franco represents a partnership with the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, the Adams 
County Historical Society and the Seminary 
Ridge Historic Preservation Foundation. 
They will utilize outdoor barricades and 
trails as well as the building itself, each 
floor assigned specific themes. The main 
exhibit - Voices of Duty and Devotion - 
begins on the fourth floor. The third floor 
focuses on Civil War medicine with 
highlights of the makeshift hospital, and 
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RTO/ero Provincial 
Executive News 

Our provincial executive has recently set 
about to revise and update their goals, 
mission and strategic plans in order to 
serve all members effectively. We present 
their revised value statement here. 

 

All mission statements and priorities can 
be accessed through both provincial and 
district websites. 

https://www.ero-rto.org/ 

http://district12.erorto.org/ 

 

VALUES OF RTO/ERO 

What We Stand For 
  

1. We are committed to the welfare of all 
retirees and believe that all seniors 
are valuable and contributing 
members of society, are worthy of 
respect, and deserve to age 
successfully and with dignity.  

2. We value and will vigorously advocate 
for: 

• universal health care, 
• quality publicly-funded education, 
• defined benefit pension plans, and 
• age-friendly communities. 

 
3. We believe that building and cultivating 

relationships – interpersonal and 
institutional – as well as the practice 
of constructive issue-oriented 
strategies contribute to societal 
cohesiveness, participatory 
democracy and creative decision-
making. 

4. We value the rule of law and universal         
human rights. 

5. We are “Here for you Now, Here for your 
Future”. This represents a 
commitment to accountability, to 
transparency and to the periodic 
review of our services to ensure an 
ongoing alignment of the priorities 
with the needs of our members.  

December 2012 
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NEW RETIREES CHAMPAGNE 
LUNCHEON 

This will be held on 
Wednesday September 18, 2013 at the 
Greens of Renton. Details to follow. 

 
RETIREMENT Planning 
WORKSHOP (RPW) 

If you know any workers in education who 
are considering retirement in the next few 
years please inform them of an upcoming 
RETIREMENT PLANNING WORKSHOP. 
It will be held on Saturday, October 26th, 
2013 from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm at St. Basil's 
Hall, Crown Street, Brantford. 
Please let people know that more 
information will be delivered to their 
schools this spring as well as in early fall. 
 
GROUP TICKETS for 
the TORONTO BLUE JAYS 
Group discounts are available for 20 tickets 
or more per game. Group discounts are 
$4.00 off per ticket, except for seats in the 
outfield, which are $2.00 off per ticket. 
Contact Andy Topolie   1 416 341 1565 
andytopolie@bluejays.com 
 
 
 
 
  

District 12 Trail Walkers 
RTO walkers continue to explore Norfolk’s 
trails. We meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of each month, beginning at 
9:30 am.  New walkers are always 
welcome!  If you would like to receive info 
on locations of our walks, please contact 
Janie Forsythe at 519-428-3158 
janeforsythe@sympatico.ca  

District 12 Book Club 
NEW!  A number of members are 
interested in forming an RTO Book Club.  
The format of the activities will be 
determined by those in attendance.  
Please contact  
Christine Hill at 519-426-4349 
christine.hill@sympatico.ca or  
Ginger Pullen at 519-582-2661 
gingerpullen@rocketmail.com 
 
RTO Scholarship Opportunity 
If you are interested for any family 
members, who are entering into the field of 
education post secondary, don't forget 
about the RTO/ERO SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM. 
The application has been revised to include 
different programs in education. Applications 
are available only in an on-line completion 
format at the RTO/ERO website  
http://www.rto-ero.org/  
No hard copies of this application will be mailed 
or emailed. A student graduating secondary 
school in 2014 should be filling out 
applications NOW. The deadline date is 
4:30 pm on Monday July 15, 2013. 

District 12 Notices 
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Platforms, Paisley and Protests: The 1970’s  

Our Cover Crossword Puzzle 

Solve the puzzle and see the solution at our Spring Luncheon 

Wednesday May 1, 2013 at the Vittoria Community Centre. 



 

 

 

RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk Executive 2013 

 Prime Time  
RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk 
 
Alfred Guidolin – Newsletter Editor 
36 Melody Drive, Delhi ON   N4B 3E1 
519 582 2945 
rtoerodistrict12webmaster@yahoo.ca 

President   Nancy Smiley 426 2847 nsmiley16@hotmail.com 
Past President  Mary Antoniolli 443 5858  fatherspoint@gmail.com 
1st Vice President  Ingrid Coppens 428 0575 laring60@gmail.com 
2nd Vice President  Liz Whiton  209 6563 lizwhiton@gmail.com      
Secretary   Janie Forsythe 428 3158 janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 
Treasurer   Don Gardner  426 2381 dgardner@amtelecom.net 
 
Committee Chairs 
Archives   Ruth-Ellen Kelly 426 9207 
Goodwill   Ginger Pullen 582 2661 
Health Insurance  Virginia Birnie 426 5162 
Membership   Margie Ridzon 582 3952 Mary Antoniolli 443 5858 
Pension   Peter Wheatley 426 8480 
Political Advocacy  Doug Thompson 426 1063 
Service To Others  Peter Scovil  443 7297 
 
Directors 
Ginger Pullen 582 2661 
Dave Garner  428 0731 
Beth Wheatley 426 8480 

We’re on the web http://district12.erorto.org/ 


