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President’s Message 
 
Mary Antoniolli 
 
Remember those 
amazing March Break 
days when you got to 
wear shorts and 
sandals while you 
washed the car or 
played soccer in the 
yard with your kids? 

Those tantalizing spring days when you saw 
a robin or heard a red-winged black bird, 
and dreamed that winter was over? That’s 
today! And I’m outside writing this and 
thinking about all the things I’d rather be 
doing. I am still a master procrastinator. 
Sorry about that. 
The faces of District 12 Norfolk have 
changed, as you’ll see in the up-dated 
directory on the back page. More than that, 
your local RTO is changing, or evolving, I 
guess you’d say. We still honour our long-
standing members with Egerton Ryerson 
Bells.  We still reach out to our members 
with personal messages of celebration or 
sympathy. We still recognize our busy 
retirees at two luncheons each year, 
including the Decades of Distinction 
luncheon and the Annual General Meeting 
luncheon. We still seek out worthy causes 
for our provincial ‘Service to Others’ grant. 
We still monitor the changing scene for 
seniors, politically, medically and socially. 
That brings me to something that is 
missing this year, and perhaps you are one 
of those who noticed. 
After organizing scores of wonderful bus 
trips for us, our intrepid travel reps, Virginia 
Birnie and Nancy Smiley, have decided to 
‘step down’.  We thank them for the terrific 
job they have done for so many years. 
Now, if you might be interested in taking 

over this job, please contact me at 519-
443-5858. 
Amazing volunteers like Virginia and Nancy 
are hard to find, so you will see that we 
have been able to ‘recycle’ them, as the 
new Health Rep and the new 1st Vice 
President, respectively.  We are so grateful 
for your continued service to our local 
district. Thank you, thank you.  
And I would be remiss if I neglected to say 
thank you on behalf of all our members to 
Stu Ross, our retiring Health Rep. You are 
a valuable, hard-working and long-standing 
member of our executive, and we will miss 
you, Stu. Good luck with your volunteer 
endeavours at home in Long Point and in 
far off Haiti.   
Many of us have enjoyed the trail walks 
organized by Janie Forsythe during the 
winter, and we are awaiting new walking 
adventures this spring. As for the movie 
nights, we will try again to plan them 
according to the interest shown. Perhaps 
you have used our local website to check 
our own RTO events. I hope you also took 
advantage of the Mailchimp emails alerting 
us to events of interest to our members. 
As you can see, it is so efficient to 
contact members through their email. 
Please consider sending us your email 
address, if we do not already have it.   
Information on the up-coming 60’s 
Decades of Distinction luncheon on May 
2nd, will be found in this newsletter as well 
as on our website. 
Years ago, I was responsible for editing, 
producing and distributing newsletters for 
Canadian Parents for French, so I know 
first hand what our amazing newsletter 
editor and webmaster, Fred, goes through 
with deadlines for every edition of Prime 
Time. Please read your newsletter from 
front to back, and enjoy it.  Maybe even 
share it with a friend. We have a 
professional at the helm. Thanks, Fred. 
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1st Vice President’s Report 
Nancy Smiley 

Hello members. I 
hope everyone has 
enjoyed the winter 
season here at home 
or at other sunny 
destinations. 
  
This is my first report 

to you working with our busy executive.  
  
Thus far, last October, I attended fall 
Senate in Toronto, as an Observer and am 
present at local executive meetings in 
Vittoria. One job I enjoyed, was speaking to 
the wonderful chef, Ruth Reimer, and 
reporting on the delicious menus she 
prepares. 
 
In April I will be looking forward to 
attending the President's Workshop with 
Mary Antoniolli in preparation for further 
RTO duties. There was involvement in 
organizing the location for a Pre-Senate 
meeting and luncheon at The Greens of 
Renton. Surrounding districts will come 
together in our county to enjoy the scenery 
and discuss the upcoming Senate which will 
be held a week later in mid-May. 
  
There is always a great time had getting 
together with Fred and his committee to 
send Prime Time to you. It was enjoyable to 
meet together to help plan and set up the 
Psychedelic 60's. Enjoy yourselves at the 
Spring Luncheon. 
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Health and insurance 
Report 

Stu Ross 

This being likely the 
last article that I will 
write for Prime Time 
before a new Health 
and Insurance 
representative takes 
the reins for District 
12, I would like to 
regale you with some 

of the observations that I have made over 
my seven-year term.  I would like to 
reflect on health insurance; what it is, 
what it isn't and what it should be. 

First, one cannot buy health insurance ... 
not at any price.  By that I mean that if 
one becomes ill, their insurance will 
provide them with the financial means to 
purchase a remedy.  But with that remedy 
in hand, that person has still experienced 
illness.  The most insured person 
inevitably experiences poor health at 
times.  Therefore, the insurance we 
purchase provides a measure of protection 
only to our pocket books and thereby 
perhaps some indirect assistance towards 
better health.  This allows me to repeat 
one of the messages I have trumpeted in 
past Prime Times.  We are each the 
ultimate insurer of our own health.  In 
most instances, a long and healthy life is 
the product of a good life style, not of a 
thick wallet.  The benefits of exercise, diet 
and a purposeful life cannot be 
overstated.  If we wish to truly “insure” 
our health, we need to invest more than 

money.  It requires a deliberate and 
consistent commitment of leisure time, of 
which we are all blessed with an 
abundance.  If you wish to discover 
exactly how much productive time can be 
added to your life through this type of 
“insurance”, I encourage you to go to the 
following website and answer the 13 
questions it asks.  It is a life expectancy 
calculator devised and used by 
Northwestern Mutual Life.  By running 
different scenarios for your lifestyle, you 
can quantify the probable years of healthy 
life that you can add to your existence. 

Try it …   
http://media.nmfn.com/tnetwork/lifespan 

Secondly, the level of pocket book 
protection that we purchase is relatively 
modest.  If we examine the costs of the 
most common type of claim, (drugs), we 
have an annual maximum limit of $2500 
coverage.  To be sure, there is a segment 
of our membership who would have to 
endure illness due to financial difficulties if 
they had no insurance.  However, the 
majority of our members have the 
financial resources to muster the $2500 if 
they had no insurance.  Therefore, for the 
majority of our members, the health 
insurance provided by RTO is more of a 
financial comfort than a financial 
necessity.  However ... and this allows me 
to climb upon yet another soapbox from 
which I have preached in the past … we all 
need greater protection from rising health 
care costs.  The cost of health care in all 
its forms is escalating at a rate that will 
soon make $2500 look completely 
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RTO Walkers 
And just to follow up on Stu’s good advice, 
we remind you that a group of RTO District 
12 members continues to walk twice 
monthly, on the second and fourth 
Thursday mornings, beginning at 
9:30.  Notification of our walking location 
is sent out at the beginning of the week. If 
you would like to be included in the 
email/phone list, please call or email Janie 
Forsythe at janeforsythe@sympatico.ca or 
519-428-3158.  The group fluctuates in 
size and commitment so please feel free 
to join us! 
 

 

irrelevant, even to those of us of lesser 
means.  With the Provincial government 
accepting fewer and fewer of the newly-
minted drugs onto the list of those for 
which they cover the costs for seniors and 
with the cost of these new drugs soaring 
to thousands of dollars per month, we are 
ever more financially at risk. 

It was with this doomsday scenario that I 
approached the Provincial HS&IC over the 
course of three years to propose that they 
look at the possibility of providing an 
optional addition to our plan that would 
cover “catastrophic” drug costs.  After a 
cursory examination of the issue, it was 
dismissed as too costly for some of our 
members.  Little heed was paid to the fact 
that the proposal was for an optional 
addition and not for a universal upgrade.  
Therefore, I must retire with that battle 
lost, but with the certain knowledge that 
the issue will be resurrected due to 
obvious need in the not too distant future. 

In closing, I would like to congratulate 
those, (likely few), who have found their 
way to the end of my semi-annual 
ramblings in Prime Time.  I have been 
generously rewarded by serving you over 
the years. 

May both your physical health and that of 
our insurance plan remain sound in the 
times to come. 

Editor’s Note:  

I’m certain every District 12 member would like to congratulate and thank Stu for his 
many years of dedicated service as our Health and Insurance Representative. His 
insightful articles have been very much appreciated and, as editor, I’m so very grateful 
that they were always submitted “print-ready” well before our deadline! Thanks Stu! 

L to R: Jack Beamer, Christine Hill, Dave 
Hill and Janie Forsythe on The Brook 
Conservation Area Trail 
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Project: Service to 
Others Report 

Peter Scovil 
Last year's grant 
from the provincial 
RTO helped purchase 
an electronic 
whiteboard for the 
Simcoe office of the 
Haldimand Norfolk 
Literacy Council.  
They have bought 
the whiteboard and 

are anxious to use it in their work of 
improving literacy and mathematical skills 
of adults in the area.  However, they are in 
the process of moving from their Robinson 
Street location to one in the Royal 
Canadian Legion building on West Street in 

Simcoe.  Since hooking up the whiteboard 
is rather expensive, they are waiting until 
they are in their new quarters before 
getting it set up.  Some of the employees 
and volunteers are learning how to use a 
whiteboard, as you can see from the 
photo below. 

This year's application is for the Tumaini 
Children's Foundation, a local organization 
headed by Cherie Szucs (pronounced 
“Such”), that has established an 
orphanage in Tanzania.  They are 
requesting funds for teacher training and 
supplies to improve the education of the 
children under their care as well as other 
needy children and adults in the 
community.  We expect to know if our 
application has been accepted by the time 
of the Spring Luncheon on May 2.  Their 
website is http://www.tuchifo.com 

Kay MacPherson,  
an Instructor for the  

Literacy Council 
shows  

Peter Scovil from 
RTO and  

Sherry Black-Shrubb,  
Norfolk Coordinator 

of the Literacy 
Council, how the 

Smartboard is used 
in the classroom.  
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electrical are needed for this project.  If 
you have taught any of these subjects, or 
if you are a teacher of other subjects who 
is skilled in these areas, we'd like you to 
consider this opportunity.   
(The school also offers courses in farming, 
math and English, and would like to include 
a course in how to run a business.) 
Tony wants to help the school apply to 

CIDA for a grant for 
this project through 
the Canada Fund 
for Local Initiatives 
program.  Up to 
$50,000 is 
available for a 
project.  Tony 
hopes that the 
CIDA grant would 

cover the expenses of this project.  It is 
likely that this work would take place some 
time in 2013 after the grant is approved.  
If you are interested in exploring this 
further, please contact Tony Bouwmeester 
at 519-586-3401 or 
tonybouwmeester@hotmail.com or me, 
Peter Scovil, at 519-443-7297, 
peterandalma@sympatico.com. 
For more on the school, see the website 
http://www.readproject.com/.  “R.E.A.D.” 
stands for “Rwanda Understanding through 
Education and Discovery”.  READ's mission 
is “Hope and understanding through 
education”. 
 
 
!

Curriculum Developers 
Needed for Rwanda 

Peter Scovil 
Several years ago we successfully applied 
for a Project: Service to Others grant to 
help build a trade school in Vunga, Rwanda.  
The school is up and running, and their first 
class has graduated in 2010, with all 89 
graduates 
employed.  Tony 
Bouwmeester from 
Port Rowan has 
been a member of 
the school 
development 
committee from the 
beginning.  He was 
in Rwanda recently 
to visit the school and see how everything 
was going.  He was very concerned with the 
poor quality of the teaching and the lack of 
curriculum.  He would like to lead a team of 
two or three teachers (active or retired) to 
Rwanda for about two months to develop 
the much-needed curriculum and lesson 
plan outlines.  The work needs to be done in 
Rwanda so those doing the work can see 
what the situation is like there.  It's going 
to be different than what we have here!  
Work would mostly be done in a quieter 
area away from the school at the guest 
house where they would be staying.  As the 
school is a trade school, technical teachers 
in woodworking, welding, sewing and 
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Membership Report 
 
Ruth-Ellen Kelly 
 
Welcome to our newest 
members!  I hope you 
will enjoy your 
retirement as well as 
your involvement in 
RTO/ERO.  Please join 
us at upcoming events 
and socialize with 

friends… old and new! 

John Kinnear  Liz Whiton 
Finneymore Lee  Anne McMillan 
Nora Peter          Rebecka Storgaard 
Alice Ann Szabo  Margaret Young 
Cara Blackwood  Carol Ferguson 
Shirley Ann Hawkins 
 
Congratulations on your retirement and 
welcome to RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk. 
The new Retirement Kits are now available 
and ready for distribution.  If you know of 
anyone who is contemplating retirement in 
the next year or two, please encourage 
them to contact me for the latest 
information on pensions, insurance and the 
advantages of membership in RTO/ERO.  
It’s free and there is NO OBLIGATION! 

The stories of the 
2011 Egerton Ryerson 
Bell Award Recipients 
can be found on our 
District 12 Norfolk 
website. 

2012    EVENTS 

WALKING NORFOLK’S TRAILS 
2nd & 4th Thursdays each month 
Check the website for details and get out 
your walking shoes.   

 

PSYCHEDELIC 60’S  
SPRING LUNCHEON 
May 2nd 
Celebrate along with those who began 
working in education in the 60’s.  Details 
on page 10-11 

 

FIRST ANNUAL District 12 
Open GOLF TOURNAMENT 
May 7th 
In support of Geriatric Research through 
RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation 
Details on page 17 
 

FALL INTO RTO! 
September 19th 
Champagne Brunch… Celebrate with the 
newly retired. Any new retirees 
complimentary… you don’t have to be a 
member! 
 

EGERTON RYERSON BELL  
AWARDS & FALL LUNCHEON 
October 10th 
 

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN? 
November date TBA 
The second in our series of travel 
adventures 
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Goodwill Report 
 
Barb Luchka 
 
Recently I came 
across this joke that 
gave me a chuckle.  I 
hope it will bring a 
smile to you, too. 

 

Visiting her doctor last month, Paula, a 
long retired school teacher, explained in 
some detail her problems while he listened 
patiently.  

“Now, Paula,” said the doctor, “You say 
you have shooting pains in your neck, 
aching knees, frequent dizzy spells, and 
constant nausea.   Just for the record, 
how old are you?”                    

“Ah yes,” Paula spoke brightly, “I’ll be 49 
on my next birthday.” 

“Really?” commented the doctor quietly.  
“I see you have slight memory loss, too.”  

If I were Paula, I would have told the 
doctor, “You’re only as old as you feel!”  
Happy 49th (plus?) birthday to these 
retirees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80 Years Young 

Stella Rebuk   January 30, 2012                    
John Spears   January 30, 2012                    
James Carlos    February 4, 2012                     
Ruth Haviland       March 11, 2012 
Kuldip Gulati         April 17, 2012  
James Adams       June 5, 2012                           
June Bonner         June 11, 2012 
Michael Gannon     June 27, 2012 
 

85 Years Young 

Ella Eecloo             February 11, 2012 
Henry Chamberlain  May 3, 2012 
June Wallace          June 13, 2012 
 

90 Years Young 

Orville Dean                   February 11, 2012 
Douglas Overbaugh    May 20, 2012 
Harry Barrett                 May 29, 2012 
 

 

 

We are saddened by the loss  
of our members. 

Ethel Backus 
J Evans Knowles 

Betty Walker                
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You’re invited to  
our celebration of 

 
DECADES OF DISTINCTION II 

THE PSYCHEDELIC 60’S 

 

Did you begin working in education in the 
1960’s. We want to celebrate your 
accomplishments at our Spring Luncheon. 

 
Be our guest for a complimentary lunch 

 
Vittoria Community Centre 

 
Wednesday, May 2, 2012 

 
RSVP 

To Ruth-Ellen Kelly 
at 519-426-9207 
or 2kelly@bell.net 
by April 16, 2012 

 
If you wish to bring a guest, you may do so 
by letting us know their name and paying 

for their meal only at $15.00 

Please let us know as soon as you can. 
It will help with our party plans! 

 

 

 

COME AND 
PARTICIPATE IN OUR 

60’S EVENTS 

 

MEMORABILIA DISPLAY 

NAME THE TEACHER 

TWIST CONTEST 

PHOTO CORNER 

60’S SLANG QUIZ 

LUNCH 

REMEMBER WHEN… 
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BOARD THE ULTIMATE 
60’S 

TIME MACHINE! 

 
Join us at the Psychedelic 60’s  

Spring Luncheon and celebrate with 
members who began working in 

education in the 60’s 
 

SCHEDULE 
10:30 am Doors Open… come and 

see our memorabilia 
display 

11:30 am Welcome and Remember 
When… our introduction 
of our 60’s guests. 

Noon Lunch 

1:30 pm Time for contests 
(Remember the Twist) 
and socializing… prizes & 
surprises!!!! 

2:30 pm Time to call the 
Chiropractor! 

RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk 
The psychedelic 60’s 
Spring luncheon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Wednesday May 2, 2012 
Vittoria Community Center 

12:00 Luncheon 
Ruth Reimer Catering 

 
 

Spring Luncheon 
Menu 

  
Roast Beef (with horse radish) 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Braided Bread 
Coleslaw Salad 

Prince Edward Vegetable Medley 
Pickles 

Ruth's Equally Famous Dessert Buffet 
 

$15.00 
 

RSVP to Ruth-Ellen Kelly 
at 519-426-9207 
or 2kelly@bell.net 
by April 25, 2012 
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Travel Report 

 
There is sad news and happy news 
regarding our District 12 Travel 
Committee.  Virginia Birnie and Nancy 
Smiley have undertaken new important 
responsibilities with District 12. Virginia 
will follow in Stu Ross’ footsteps and will 
be our new Health and Insurance 
Representative. Nancy is now our 1st Vice 
President. We wish Virginia and Nancy all 
the best as we know they will serve us well 
in these new roles. This is the good and 
happy news.  

The sad news is, that because they were 
the driving force in our Travel Committee 
and this committee’s responsibilities have 
become more complex and difficult, we 
can no longer offer this service. 

In lieu of a dedicated Travel Committee we 
have received an offer from Mike Keenan, 
a travel writer and member of RTO District 
14 Niagara to supply us with travel articles 
and ideas. We feature some of his writings 
in this issue.  

Honeymoon Island – 
From Romance to Birds 
Mike Keenan 
The results may frequently astound us 
whenever highly motivated types pursue 
bold objectives such as love or publicity - 
or a dizzy array of both. Clinton Mozley 
Washburn, a wealthy St. Petersburg 
promoter-developer, awash at the time in 
real estate, decided (for media hype) to 
treat some lucky honeymooners to two 
idyllic and free weeks on his uninhabited, 
semi-tropical island, 37 km northwest of 
Tampa. Exhibiting astute promotional spin, 
Washburn cleverly renamed his uninviting 
Hog Island to Honeymoon Island, and in 
1939, he constructed 50 palmetto-
thatched bungalows there. With the 
assistance of Life magazine editors and 
writers, the Clearwater Lions Club 
sponsored a trendy contest that 
attracted 2,200 newlywed applicants. 
In 1964, the Dunedin Causeway was built 
linking island and mainland, and now the 
area is a state park where visitors may 
enjoy sun-drenched beaches, mangrove 
swamps and tidal flats. Honeymoon Island 
is actually a barrier island directly across 
from Palm Harbor, north of Dunedin where 
the Blue Jays engage in spring training.  

A meager 385 acres of land and 6 km of 
sandy white beach are surrounded by 
impressive turquoise water. The beaches 
range from sandy to rocky. Honeymoon 
and neighbouring Caladesi Island were part 
of a larger barrier island that split in half 
during a major hurricane in 1921. The 
waterway between the islands is 
appropriately called Hurricane Pass. There 
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is island ferry service to Caladesi Island 
that boasted “America's Best Beach” 
awarded in 2008.  

Honeymoon Island’s park contains several 
inviting nature trails and bird observation 
areas. Visitors swim, fish and snorkel here 
in the warm Gulf waters or picnic while 
they enjoy the beautiful scenery. Shelling 
is plentiful, as Gulf currents deposit an 
incredible variety of 
exotic seashells on the 
shore. At the park 
pavilion, I view glass-
enclosed displays of 
every imaginable shell 
from classic starfish, 
sea urchin and cone to 
snail, murex, auger, 
turban and conch. 
Outside, set firmly on 
the expansive rear 
wooden deck, a magic 
telescope provides close-up views of 
unsuspecting shore birds. We set out on 
Osprey Trail for a 2 km hike meandering 
past no less than 22 impressive osprey 
nests, each set high atop de-barked Florida 
slash pines. Ospreys are amongst the 
largest birds of prey in North America. 
Feet covered in short, sharp spines for 
grasping, their diet is almost exclusively 
fish. They readily build nests on man-made 
structures such as telephone poles, 
channel markers and duck blinds.  
Honeymoon Island hosts 208 species of 
plants. The hike has a surreal feel to it as 
we pass long sections of deliberately 
burned areas accompanied by a multitude 
of denuded trees missing their bark.  
 

Just before heading back at the far end of 
the island near Pelican Cove Trail, we spot 
an eagle’s nest and decide to sit on a 
nearby bench and wait. Within a few 
minutes, we are rewarded and excitedly 
observe two adults feeding their 
burgeoning youngsters. A pair of American 
Bald Eagles nested on Osprey Trail in 
2008, marking the first incubating eagles 

recorded in Pinellas 
County. By law, we are 
fenced back 90 
metres from the nest, 
but it is well marked 
and easily located. 
Other than osprey, 
eagle and fellow 
snowbirds, we also 
spot tern, plover and 
myriad wading birds. 
Besides our many 
feathered friends, the 
north section of 

Honeymoon Island has attracted nudists 
since the early 1970's. Today, I encounter 
only one family of four from Illinois and a 
solo retired Minnesota doctor equipped 
with a rather large Nikon camera. All are 
fully clothed and quite friendly. 
The South Beach Pavilion provides bicycles 
to rent by the hour or day and kayaks are 
available at Café Honeymoon. Both 
facilities offer beach chair and umbrella 
rentals for nominal fees. Their decks are 
known for great views of the Gulf. Showers 
are available and the park’s concession has 
a gift shop and snack bar. 

Mike Keenan can be reached at his 
website: www.whattravelwriterssay.com 
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Health and Insurance 
Benefits 

 
 
Are you or someone you know looking for 
any of the following benefits? 
Group Insurance Benefits: 
 Semi-private Hospital plan 
 Extended Health Care Plan 
 Dental Plan 
Individual Insurance Benefits: 
 Long Term Care Plan 
 Guaranteed and Term Life Insurance  
          Accidental Death 
   /Dismemberment Plan 
 Hospital Money Plan 
 Preferred Service Home/Auto   
   Plan         
 
Be sure to check out RTO's competitive 
rates. Call 1-877-406-9007 or email 
rto-ero@johnson.ca         
 

 

 

 

Hava Java 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margie Ridzon and I have been discussing 
the idea of getting together for coffee at 
different locations in the county hence the 
name “Hava Java”.  Here is the 
geographical distribution of our 
membership: 
 
Simcoe     217 
Port Dover & Vittoria     89 
Delhi, Courtland      73 
Waterford & Area      58 
St. Williams, Turkey Point, 
Port Rowan & Long Point    48 
Tillsonburg       30 
Jarvis/Hagersville        7 
Brantford         6 
 
If you are interested in gathering with local 
colleagues or would like to help organize 
our get-togethers, please let Ruth-Ellen 
know.  

519-426-9207 
or 2kelly@bell.net 
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District 12 Norfolk Consolidated Financial Statement 

January 1- December 31, 2011                           Submitted by Treasurer Don Gardner  

 2010 2011 
ASSETS AT JANUARY 1  
General Ledger Balance $ 4308.07 $ 8600.21 
Investments   
Other Assets   
Total Assets  4308.07 8600.21 
   
REVENUE 
Grants   
   Annual 12,090.00 12478.00 
   Bilingual Services   
   Project – Service to Others 2680.00 4000.00 
   Retirement Planning Workshops Donation   
   Travel Committee Adjustment 2540.00 5284.65 
Other - Meals  2645.00 
TOTAL REVENUE 17,310.00 24407.65 
TOTAL ASSETS AND REVENUE 21,618.07 32,507.86 

 
EXPENSES 
   District Goodwill 443.84 114.67 
   Bilingual Services   
   Project - Service to Others 2680.00 4000.00 
   Recruitment   
Meetings   
   Executive 30.54 61.95 
   District 4274.00 6729.48 
   Senate 1446.10 1478.93 
Newsletter (mailings, printing, postage) 3364.46 3434.84 
Office Expenses (bank charges, faxes, photocopies, 
stamps, stationary, telephone etc.) 

267.73 1159.47 
Retiree Receptions   
Retirement Planning Workshops  277.61 
Transportation   
Website 261.60 272.86 
Donations 249.59 190.00 
Other Expenses (Computer)   1653.80 
                        (Bells)  1009.94 
TOTAL EXPENSES 13,017.86 20,383.55 

 
Assets at December 31   
   General Ledger Balance 8600.21 12,124.31 
   Investments   
   Other Assets   
TOTAL ASSETS 8600.21 32,507.86 
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A Shocking 
Lesson 
By Al Eisenas 

This was my first attempt at leading a lab 
group, even if it was only two people.  I 
opened the kit and started to read the 
instructions.  Nobby looked at me and 
asked what to do.  The kit came with a 
small 9-volt battery.  You were instructed 
to screw one wire on to the positive 
terminal and another wire to the negative 
terminal.  You were then to lightly touch 
the two other ends of the wires together.  
If there was a spark then the connections 
were good and the battery had power.  I 
assigned that job to Nobby.  He took the 
battery and 2 wires and went to work.  I 
continued to try to decipher the rest of the 
experiment from the schematic.  A few 
minutes later I noticed that Nobby had 
become bored of making little sparks and 
was now touching the wire ends to his ears, 
nose and lips attempting to get what he 
called a tingle.  Who was I to disagree? 

Anticipating an early lunch I was in a hurry 
to complete this simple wiring circuit.  The 
experiment consisted of wiring 2 little light 
bulbs, the kind you find in flashlight.  They 
were to be wired through three switches A, 
B and C.  The correct circuit would work in 
this way:  when you closed and opened 
switch A, then one light bulb would go on 
and then off, when you closed and opened 

switch B then the other light bulb would 
go on and then off and finally if you 
closed and opened switch C then both 
light bulbs would go on and then off. 

I had maneuvered myself into a position 
with a good view of the group ahead of 
me and was progressing at exactly the 
same pace (but about 10 seconds 
behind) when I noticed that Nobby was 
gone.  I had always been fascinated that 
a person, who was able to focus on, 
concentrate, analyze and bark out 
defensive signals for a complete football 
game but had a fifteen second attention 
span in the classroom. 

Nobby had crossed the red line and into 
the den of Mr. Evil Electricity.  He was 
standing in front of a panel and seemed 
to be spinning some dials to see how 
many spins it would take to get those 
little red arrows on the meters to move 
from far left to far right.  He then tried 
his locker combination on some of the 
dials to see what affect that would have. 

I was still looking forward to an early 
lunch so I whispered to Nobby to get the 
h$ll out of there before he screws 
something up.  I also warned him that he 
could hurt himself.  He replied, ”Hey good 
buddy, don’t worry about it, nothing live 
here!” and grabbed a panel tentacle in 
each hand.  “I’ll prove it to y….” 

Find the full text of this story at our 
District 12 Norfolk website. Look under 
the Prime Time tab and click Creative 
Endeavours. Thank you Al for this 
electrifying story! 

Writer’s 
Corner 
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1st Annual RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk 

Open Golf Tournament 

Supporting Geriatric Research  
Through the new RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation 

 
Monday, May 7, 2012 (rain date, May 14) 

Woodside Greens Golf Club 
Tee-Off at 3:00 pm 

 

Price of $45.00 
includes 

Entry for 9 hole Golf Scramble 
Cart for 2 players 

Closest to the line Men/Women 
Closest to the pin Men/Women 

 
Menu 

Chicken or Hamburg both w/ salad 
 

Price of $20.00 
Social only at 5:00 pm w/Dinner at 5:30 pm 

 
Payment - Cheque by April 27, 2012 made out to RTO District 12 Norfolk. 

Send Registration form (green insert) 
and cheque to 
Barb Preston 

23 Miller Cresent 
Simcoe, On N3Y 4P9 
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DISTRICT ARCHIVIST 
The archivist retains, stores and 
catalogues past copies of minutes, 
newsletters, constitutions and other 
historical data of our District and Provincial 
RTO/ERO.  Time Commitment:  2 
hrs/month 
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
We are in need of committee members to 
help keep in contact with our members 
and potential members at schools 
throughout the county.  We are in 
particular need of members who live in the 
west end of the county.  Duties could 
involve contact with 3-5 schools in your 
area, phoning and/or computer contact 
with specific members or assisting with 
events in your area. I have enjoyed 
working on this committee for the past 
year and could use any time you have 
available. 

Please contact Ruth-Ellen Kelly at 
2kelly@bell.net or 519-426-9207 

 
If you are interested in any of these 

positions call or e-mail 
President Mary Antoniolli 

443-5858 fatherspoint@gmail.com 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
Spring Issue - March 15 
Fall Issue - August 15 

District 12 Norfolk Classified 

HELP WANTED SERVICES OFFERED 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 
Who can be a member of RTO/ERO? 
Associate members may be: 

• A retired non-educator employee of 
an Ontario School Board or 
educational organization 

• An individual, actively employed in 
education, who is not retired and will 
be eligible upon retirement to be a 
Full or Associate member 

• A retired teacher receiving a pension 
from a non-designated Ontario 
private school 

• A retired educator who is receiving a 
pension from a University or College 
in Canada 

 
If you have any questions, give me a call or 

send Ruth-Ellen an e-mail at 
2kelly@sympatico.ca or 519-426-9207 
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RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk Directory 
 

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 2011-2012 
President    Mary Antoniolli 443-5858 fatherspoint@gmail.com 
Past President   Ginger Pullen   582-2661 pullenging@yahoo.com 
First Vice-President  Nancy Smiley  426 2847 nsmiley16@hotmail.com 
Second Vice-President  Ruth-Ellen Kelly 426-9207 2kelly@sympatico.ca 
Secretary    Janie Forsythe 428-3158 janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 
Treasurer    Don Gardner   426-2381  dgardner@amtelecom.net 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
Archives     TBA  
Goodwill     Barb Luchka  428 6346 
Health Services   Virginia Birnie  426-5162 
Membership    Ruth-Ellen Kelly 426-9207 
     Margie Ridzon  582-3952 
Pension Concerns   Peter Wheatley 426-8480  
Political Advocacy   Doug Thompson 426-1063  
Service To Others  Peter Scovil  443-7297  
       
  
 
DIRECTORS  
Jack Beamer    428-1537   Muriel Dennis    586-7418     
Sandy Honsberger  426-9478  Howard Clark    426-1605 
   
 
 

 

 DROP OFF POINT 
I have made arrangements for Business 
Support Services, 12 Argyle Street, Simcoe  
(behind CIBC) to be a drop off point for any 
items you need to get to me for any of our 
events.  Just call or e-mail me to let me 
know you are leaving something at this 
venue. 
Ruth Ellen Kelly 

President Mary Antoniolli 
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GOODWILL COMMITTEE  
Cynthia Burroughs   443-8753   Donna Woodcock   428-4031  
Mary Anne MacDonald 426-9636   Nina Robinson   586-2494  
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Margie Ridzon    582-3952    (co-chair) 
Mary Antoniolli  443-5858  Christine  Hill   426-4340 
 
 
POLITICAL Advocacy COMMITTEE  
Lee Buffin    583-0429   Donna Hudson   443-5354    
Andy Putoczki   582-1952  Howard Clark    426-1605  
   
 
Newsletter editor / WEBMASTER 
Alfred Guidolin  582-2945  rtoerodistrict12webmaster@yahoo.ca 
 
PROJECT SERVICE TO OTHERS  
Muriel Dennis    586-7418   Hazel Andrews  428-0551 
David Walker    426-3834  
 
ARCHIVES 
TBA  

        We are on the web! 

        http://district12.erorto.org/ 
 

Prime Time  
RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk 
 
Alfred Guidolin – Newsletter Editor 
36 Melody Drive, Delhi ON   N4B 3E1 
519 582 2945 
rtoerodistrict12webmaster@yahoo.ca 


