
 

 

 

PRIME TIME 
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You Have A Chance To Affect 
Ontario’s Future 
Doug Thompson 
 
By now everyone knows that on Thursday, 
October 6, 2011, there will be a provincial 
election that will affect the future of our 
province.   

As an organization, RTO/ERO, is a non-
partisan organization that deals with issues 
around what I might call “seniors issues”.  
These issues were very well covered in the 
insert in the Summer Issue of the 
Renaissance magazine. We could possibly 
partner with other organizations to 
sponsor a ‘Meet The Candidates Meeting’ 
that focuses on health, pension, and senior 
related issues, for our local candidates.  
You can visit the Members’ Centre under 
the Political Advocacy Committee on the 
RTO/ERO website for more detailed 
information. 

On a more individual perspective, each of 
us has the responsibility to become well-
informed voters. We can do this by 
becoming aware of each party’s platform. 
You can do this by visiting each party’s 
website and compare each platform and by 
doing so select the one that most closely 
meshes with our values. The local 
candidate plays an important part in your 
decision making process.   

Which one most closely reflects your vision 
for Ontario?  

The things that we as retired teachers have 
are time, energy, and the financial resources 
to support a local candidate.  Each one of 
these will prove invaluable to the candidate 
of your choice.  Each candidate can use 
your help.  You can knock on doors, make 
phone calls, put up signs, or the myriad of 
others tasks involved in a campaign. 

Probably the most important thing you can 
do during the election is to encourage your 
family and friends to vote during the 
election at the Advance Polls or on Election 
Day at your Polling Place.  Every vote 
counts!! 

Make sure that you and as many of your 
families and friends vote.  It is Ontario’s 
future! More information can be found on 
page 8 of Prime Time! 
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President’s Message 
Ginger Pullen 
 
Hello friends! Hope 
you've all had a 
wonderful summer and 
are looking forward to 
the upcoming bountiful 
fall season. 
 
This edition marks the 

end of my tenure as president. It has been 
full of enjoyable activity, new friends, and 
new experiences. As always I encourage all 
of you to “dip a toe into the RTO waters” 
and get involved. I highly recommend it. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting and Fall 
Banquet are coming up. Check inside for 
details and read carefully as things may 
have changed from past practices. If the 
Spring luncheon was any indication, we may 
be in for some new treats! 
 
Our new slate of officers will be installed at 
the AGM. Mary Antoniolli and Ruth-Ellen 
Kelly will move up into the positions of 
President and 1st Vice President, 
respectively. I know you will be impressed 
with both these ladies. 
 
We still need to fill the positions of Health 
Representative, Archives, and 2nd Vice 
President. Check in the Classified section of 
this newsletter, to see what these jobs 
entail and please consider volunteering. 
 
 
 

Thanks to all the executive members for 
making this such a memorable year. Their 
names are listed in the Norfolk District 12 
Directory at the end of this edition. You 
will also see columns within from  
Doug Thompson - Political Advocacy 
Barb Luchka - Goodwill  
Virginia Birnie - Travel  
Peter Scovil - Project Service to Others 
And Fred Guidolin, thanks again for the 
work you put into this Prime Time 
newsletter! 
 
Janie Forsythe has done a great job with 
her walking club. I've participated on 
several hikes and she's picked some really 
nice trails for us.  
 
I've called a couple of Movie Nights. We 
enjoyed the movie Soul Surfer, but since 
then there has been a dearth of offerings 
(in Norfolk and Brant and Tillsonburg 
theaters) that would appeal to adult 
moviegoers. I will try again in the Fall. 
 
I offer a very special thanks to Stu Ross 
and Tony Dekeukelaere, who will be leaving 
their positions in the near future. We really 
appreciate all you have done for RTO/ERO 
District 12 Norfolk. Best wishes on your 
next endeavors! 
 

We’ve changed things with this issue! Our 
sidebars are gone and pages with text are 
now arranged in two columns to maximize 
space. Our new fonts are slightly larger, 
crisper and easier to read.  
Watch for changes to our webpage later 
this Fall too! – The Editor. 
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Vice President’s Report 
Ruth Ellen Kelly 

A leading figure in 19th-
century Ontario 
education and politics, 
Egerton Ryerson was 
born into a prominent 
Anglican, Loyalist family 
in Charlotteville 
township near Vittoria in 
1803.  

“Ryerson's greatest asset, apart from a 
nimble brain and a facile 
pen, was his ability to 
compromise, to tread the 
middle path and to 
convince others to his 
path. That he chose to 
devote the major part of a 
great talent to the field of 
education is something for 
which every student in the 
Ontario educational system 
can be thankful.”  Karen 
Mulhallen 

This year, we have twelve members 
receiving the Egerton Ryerson Award for 
twenty-five years membership in RTO/ERO.  
We are proud to honour them at our Annual 
General Meeting and Fall Luncheon and 
hope you will join us to celebrate their 
achievements and socialize with them on 
October 12th in Vittoria.   

Please help us honour this year’s recipients 
by writing a short anecdote about one of 
our award winners.  I have a story about 

being a student of Jack Manson many 
years ago at SDHS.  It has something to 
do with Chemistry and my ability as a lab 
assistant in his class.   Whether you were a 
co-worker or a student, we would like to 
include your stories in our display as well.   
If you have photos to share, please copy 
them and donate the copies to our 
archives.  To submit items you wish to 
share, you may: 

E-mail Ruth-Ellen Kelly at 2kelly@bell.net   
or call me at 519-426-9207  or drop off 
the copies of photos or your stories by 

October 3, 2011 at Business 
Support Services,  12 Argyle 
Street in  Simcoe (behind 
CIBC) and I will pick them up 
there. 
I hope to hear from you soon!    
   

EGERTON RYERSON  
BELL AWARD WINNERS 2011   

 
Shirley Barker 
Lynn Cairns 

Thomas Campbell 
Roger Cloet 

Albert DeBackere 
Mary Edmonds 

Richard Esseltine 
James K. Livingston 

Jack Manson 
Paul Quenneville 

Don Walker 
June Wallace 
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Travel Report 
Virginia Birnie 

For 2011 RTO/ERO 
Travel plans, Nancy 
Smiley and I made 
arrangements for our 
members to see My Fair 
Lady, based on 
Pygmalion by Bernard 
Shaw. We had a 
delightful day at Niagara 

on the Lake as participants had lunch at 
their leisure in the downtown area or 
enjoyed restaurants closer to the Shaw 
Festival Theatre. We thoroughly enjoyed 
our first row seats and were caught up in 
the glorious music, words and joy of this 
classic and innovative production. 

While we didn’t Dance All Night during The 
Rain in Spain we had a great day on April 
29. 

On May 25 we departed Simcoe to see the 
musical Billy Elliot that won ten Tony 
Awards in 2009, one of which was for Best 
Musical. Since we never know what traffic 
situation we might encounter between 
Simcoe and Toronto, we sat back and ate 
our pre-ordered box lunch from Serafina 
Restaurant in Simcoe. The food is always 
tasty, especially when capped off with a 
homemade chocolate brownie or lemon 
square made in house. Billy Elliot was a 
joyous, exciting and feel-good celebration 
of one young boy’s triumph against the 
odds. 

 

Our final destination trip will be on 
September 9 when we travel to Stratford 
to see Camelot at the Festival Theatre. We 
are promised a gorgeous musical score 
that gilds a legendary tale of idealism, 
passion and betrayal. 

We will keep our fingers crossed for good 
weather as we will be walking in downtown 
Stratford looking for the best restaurant 
for lunch before being picked up again by 
our highway coach and driven to the 
Festival Theatre for the 2:00 pm matinee.  

 

Nancy and I, in discussion with the RTO 
Executive, are looking at alternative 
methods of organizing the trips for the 
2012 travel year. We will let you know 
what is happening as soon as we have 
plans in place. 
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Membership Report 
Ruth Ellen Kelly and Marg Ridzon 
 
A Special Welcome to our new members 
who have joined us in 2011: 
Darlene Homeniuk        Mike Craig       
Chris Lambert        Colleen Finnigan 
Christine Hill        Mary Honsberger     
Valerie Smith      Barb Boyko                        
Frances Verbakel  Mark Gamble 
 
To Hell With The Bells 
Congratulations to our 
new retirees!  Our 
annual celebration of 
the  “ignoring of the 
school bell” takes place 
at the Blue Elephant in 
Simcoe at 12 noon on September 6. 
Anyone who has retired this year is most 
welcome to attend and have a 
complimentary lunch to mark the occasion. 
Please call me or send me an e-mail if you 
are planning to attend. 
 
The Fabulous Fifties 
We had a great time at our initial Decades 
of Distinction party!  Thanks to all of our 
members who began their educational 
careers in the 50’s and came out to help 
us celebrate.  I still have some photos that 
need to be returned to their owners.  I will 
have them available at the Fall AGM for 
pick up.  If you are unable to attend the 
Fall Luncheon, give me a call and I will take 
them to Business Support Services for you 
to pick up or we can make other 
arrangements if that doesn’t suit you. 
 

 
The 
Psychedelic  
Sixties 
 
Make sure 
you take a look at the Decades of 
Distinction pages in this edition.  There are 
some reminders of our 50’s party and the 
terrific anecdotes you related to me.  They 
should help those of you who started your 
educational career in the 60’s to get ready 
for your party on May 2, 2012.  This 
means YOU... teachers, principals, 
secretaries, educational support workers, 
custodians... everyone who worked for a 
Board of Education.  
Find some photos, ones from the 60’s, 
staff photos, a grad photo of yourself and 
even a current picture.  We would also like 
a written account of your memories of the 
60’s.  Check the Decades pages in this 
edition to see what Marion Anderson wrote 
about the 50’s as well as the 50’s 
Alphabet that Chris King wrote. Put pen to 
paper (or fingers to keyboard) and create 
your own 60’s flashback!   
Then, it would be great if you could e-mail 
snail mail or drop off at Business Support 
Services any photos and written 
submissions.  The best photos are copies 
you make that we can keep for our 
archives in 5 x 7 or 8 x 10 format. Of 
course, we will gladly accept any size 
photos and memorabilia so we can create 
a new psychedelic display to celebrate 
your career.  
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Project: Service to 
Others 
Report 
Peter Scovil 
This year, District 12 
was pleased to 
receive the maximum 
grant available of 
$4000 from the 
provincial RTO to help 

purchase an electronic whiteboard for the 
Simcoe office of the Haldimand Norfolk 
Literacy Council to aid them in their work 
of improving literacy and mathematical 
skills of adults in the area.  This new 
technology is being used more and more in 
schools in our area and throughout the 
province. 
There is a real need for adult education in 
Norfolk and Haldimand Counties.  A recent 
report by the Workforce Planning Board of 
Grand Erie, which includes Norfolk and 
Haldimand Counties, states that adults in 
our area are well below the provincial 
average in terms of grade twelve 
education.  The funding of this electronic 
whiteboard for adult education will benefit 
adults by helping them improve their 
reading, writing and math skills, including 
ESL.  The Literacy Council can then better 
assist young adults to achieve their grade 
twelve equivalency and to transition to 
post-secondary institutions.  The increased 
literacy and improved education levels 
assisted by this project will open up 
employment opportunities and improve 
home life for the clients.  In turn, this will 

benefit the clients' children and society as 
a whole. 
Electronic whiteboards combine the 
simplicity of a whiteboard and a projector 
with the power of a computer.  They have 
captivated students world-wide and are 
transforming teaching.  They are very 
user-friendly.  Using just a finger on the 
electronic whiteboard, students and 
instructors can control computer 
applications, write notes, pull up charts 
and images, search the Internet, run 
educational videos, distribute the lesson to 
the class and save their work. It is ideal for 
whole-class teaching as it removes the 
need to have large groups huddled around 
a single computer screen. It also allows 
individual students to actively participate 
in the lesson.   
The interactive electronic whiteboard has 
the flexibility to engage all learning styles. 
 Visual learners see colorful, movable 

images and diagrams that the 
electronic whiteboard displays, even 
from the back of the classroom. 

 Kinesthetic learners can interact and 
explore by moving letters, numbers, 
words and pictures with the touch of a 
finger. 

 Auditory learners can be immersed in a 
complete multimedia experience using 
optional USB speakers or audio. 
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positions. They will also have the 
opportunity to be involved in the 
installation and training process for the 
electronic whiteboard. 
The Haldimand Norfolk Literacy Council 
Simcoe office is at 47 Robinson Street, 
and can be reached at 519-428-0064 or 
at ed@hnliteracy.com.  Check out their 
website at http://www.hnliteracy.com/ 
We are now gearing up for 2012. If you 
have a project or are aware of one to 
present for funding for next year, please 
contact Peter Scovil at 519-443-7297 
 

 

 

The Literacy Council is partially funded by 
the Ministry of Training, Colleges and 
Universities and also receives funding from 
the United Way.  However, this does not 
cover all expenses, so the Council must 
struggle every year to meet the needs of 
lower level adult learners. Typically the 
Literacy Council must fund raise and receive 
donations to provide approximately 35% of 
its budget.  So our contribution is very 
welcome. 
Retired teachers already play a number of 
important roles in the Haldimand Norfolk 
Literacy Council. They tutor individuals and 
volunteer for a number of different 

Peter Scovil presenting Sherry Black-Shrubb and Lorraine Bergstrand with a cheque 
for $4000 on behalf of RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk. The money will be used to 
purchase an electronic whiteboard for the Simcoe Learning Center. 
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Political Advocacy 
Report 
Doug Thompson 

 
Useful Websites 
Elections Ontario 
www.election.on.ca or 
www.wemakevotingeasy.ca 

Ontario Green Party   www.gpo.ca 
 
New Democratic Party of Ontario 
www.ontariondp.com  
 
Ontario Liberal Party 
www.ontarioliberal.ca  

Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario 
www.ontariopc.com 
Voting Methods and Days 
You can vote by a Special Ballot at the 
Returning Office from September 8 to 
October 5. 

You can apply for a Special Ballot by mail 
from September 8 to September 30.  Any 
mail-in ballot must be at the Returning 

Office by October 6. 

You can vote with the assistive voting 
technology from September 21 to October 
6. 

The information about these methods of 
voting can be obtained at The Returning 
Office when it opens.  The location and 
phone numbers will be in the local papers. 

You can vote at the Advance Polls from 
September 21 to September 30.  Exact 
locations of these Advance Polls will be 
obtained from the Returning Office when it 
opens. 

Finally, you can vote on Election Day, 
October 6, at your Polling Place. 

As you can see there are a multitude of 
ways of voting in the up-coming election, 
take a few minutes out of your busy 
schedule and cast your ballot. 

Remember – It is Ontario’s and your 
future. 
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Goodwill Report 
 
Barb Luchka 
 
Happy Birthday, 
in chronological 
order, to all of 
the following! 
 

 

 

80 YEARS 
Betty Chapman  June 17 
Thomas Campbell  June 28 
Douglas Ross         October 20 
Mary Krestel          October 21 
Fred Kent              November 21  
John Krestel           December 5 
Mary Frances Bergen December 6 
 
85 YEARS 
Verla Johnson            July 2 
Shirley Barker            July 20 
John Pipa                  July 21 
Beth Waite                October 13 
Margaret Freeman    October 28 
Helen Dunbar         November 13 
Joan Ionson           December 12 
Alvin Foster            December 31 
 
90 YEARS 
Erna McLintock               August 22 
Margaret Williams           September  
 
 

 

 
 

 

95 YEARS 
Rachel Hare  September 7 
 
99 YEARS 
Evelyn Potts  September 7 

In childhood, we yearn to be 
grown-ups. In old age, we yearn 
to be kids. It just seems that all 
would be wonderful if we didn’t 
have to celebrate our birthdays 
in chronological order.  
 
Robert Brault  

We were sad to learn of 
the passing of two more of 
our members.  
Hazel Farr 96 in April 
William Vansickle 76 in July 
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NOW, GET READY FOR 

THE PSYCHEDELIC 60’S 
WHO?  We want all of our members to 
come out to celebrate the 1960’S 

WHEN?     Reserve this date                                                                                                                   
 Wednesday, May 2, 2012 
 
SPECIAL GUESTS   
Members who began a career in education 
in the 1960’s will receive a personal 
invitation.  Teachers, principals, secretaries, 
bus drivers, custodians, educational support 
workers, you and a guest will be honoured 
with a complimentary lunch and fun 
activities! 
 
HOW TO PREPARE   
Find some 1960’s photos including a grad 
photo of yourself.  Write about your 
memories of the 1960’s, humorous 
anecdotes or stories about your educational 
adventures!    
 
MEMORABILIA  
Search your files for items you would like to 
lend or donate for our display.  Contact 
Ruth-Ellen for more info! 
 
JOIN THE COMMITTEE   
Would you like to help with this event?  
Become a member of our planning team by 
contacting Ruth-Ellen at  
         519-426-9207 or 2 kelly @bell.net 
 

Our debut celebration of Decades of 
Distinction – The Fabulous Fifties - was a 
success!  Our guests enjoyed a day of 
memories, friends, music and laughter. 

Thank you to all who contributed 
memorabilia for the thought-provoking 
display.  Everyone seemed to enjoy 
chatting about the artifacts including a 
hectograph (remember those?) and a strap 
(I hope you don’t remember those!). Many 
of you loaned us photos and scrapbooks for 
everyone to view. I certainly enjoyed 
looking at them and sorting them for the 
“Name the Teacher” contest. Some faces 
were easy to identify but others nearly 
impossible, particularly some gentlemen 
named “Don”. 
Thank you to Fred and Rosey Guidolin (The 
Melody Drive Band) for sharing their talent 
with us by providing 50’s music and for 
Fred’s technical assistance.  

Decades of DISTINCTION 
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Thanks also to Peter Wheatley, our 
photographer.  Check out our website to 
see his handiwork. 
The anecdotes our guests contributed were 
outstanding!  From shooing the Hydro man 
out of the boy’s washroom to annual 
birthday phone calls from a former student, 
they all tugged at our emotions. Thanks for 
sharing your amazing experiences and 
photos with us. 
… and a big thanks to members of the New 
Initiatives Team who helped me organize 
this debut event. 

Virginia Birnie  Janie Forsythe 
Ginger Pullen  Mary Antoniolli 

 

 

RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk 

 
Fall Luncheon and 

Annual General 
Meeting 

 
Wednesday October 12, 2011 

Vittoria Community Center 
11:00 AGM (in main banquet hall) 

12:00 Luncheon 
Ruth Reimer Catering 

 
Menu 

Ruth's Famous Chicken 
Oven Baked Rice  

with Peppers and Mushrooms 
Napa Cabbage Salad 

Prince Edward Bean Medley 
Pickles 

Ruth's Equally Famous Dessert Buffet 
 

1:00 Presentation of  
Egerton Ryerson Bell Awards 

 
RSVP To Ginger Pullen 

by Wednesday October 5 
78 First Avenue 

Delhi, ON 
N4B 1G3 

519 582 2661 
pullenging@yahoo.com 
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Marion Anderson’s 
thoughts on the 50’s 

      I have happy positive 
memories of teaching 
throughout the 50’s 
in Bealton School in 
Townsend.  I see an 
impressive red 
brick two-room 
building – a huge 
senior room - high 

ceiling, light 
hardwood floors, 
blackboards on three 

walls, bell rope 
dangling in the 
centre and a 

teacher’s desk on a 
low platform. The junior room was much 
smaller – they were happy, co-operative, 
respectful, fun-loving, active, eager to 
learn and to enjoy life. 

We opened each day with a Scripture 
reading, the Lord’s Prayer and O Canada –
closed with God Save the Queen.  
Assignments were on the boards, we 
taught and expected, in all subjects, 
proper writing, spelling and composition 
and grammar.  Arithmetic included the 
times tables, long division, percentage, 
volume, tax rate, even cords of wood. 
There was phonics, reading and literature 
science and history and geography, art and 
music… full timetables. 

 

 

We had Christmas concerts, Junior Red 
Cross meetings, Public Speaking sponsored 
by the Women’s Institute, bus trips, for 
example, to Port Dover to see where the 
first European explorers wintered, the 
Brantford fire station, the Bell Homestead, 
the Buffalo Zoo, Norfolk Fish Hatchery and 
the forestry station.  This was often the 
first bus ride for many children. 

Parents were supportive and interested 
and helpful.  There were three (I think) 
trustees and the secretary-treasurer.  An 
inspector (Jordan MacLeod) visited; F.W. 
T.A.O. kept improving teachers’ working 
conditions, the kids had a few more sports 
supplies for baseball and indoor games; 
there was plenty of weather for snow ball 
forts and fights and skating nearby. The 
Fifties were GOOD! 

We also had memory work. 

TODAY 

So here hath been dawning                                                                             
Another blue day                                                                              

Think – will you let it slip useless away?                                           
Out of eternity this new day is born                                             

Into Eternity at night will return 

AS DID THE FIFTIES 
 

 

Marion Anderson 
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Biography 

In 1937, Marion began her teaching career 
in one-room schools in Huron Township, 
Kincardine and Kinlough Township teaching 
all eight grades.  In 1943 she went to 
Hartford to take charge of the Senior room 
which included grade nine as well as the 
position of Principal.  She even taught 
woodworking to the students!             

Her next stop was Bealton until 1960 
when she became the roving Principal of 
Bealton, Hartford and Boston.  In 
September of that year, all the students 
were moved to Boston and Marion was 
asked to be the principal. She accepted 
and stayed in Boston until her retirement 
in 1981.  Under Marion’s direction, Boston 
was the first school in Ontario to have a 
themed study. 

Marion recalls that she was never colder 
than her first year in Norfolk. There was no 
central heating and no bathroom, but the 
warmth and friendliness of area youth, who 
included her in all their activities, kept her 
in Norfolk. 

Hava Java 
Margie Ridzon and I have 
been discussing the idea of 
getting together for coffee 
at different locations in the 
county hence the name “Hava Java”.  Here 
is the geographical distribution of our 
membership: 
 
Simcoe     217 
Port Dover & Vittoria     89 
Delhi, Courtland      73 
Waterford & Area      58 
St. Williams, Turkey Point, 
Port Rowan & Long Point    48 
Tillsonburg       30 
Jarvis/Hagersville        7 
Brantford         6 
 
If you are interested in gathering with local 
colleagues or would like to help organize 
our get-togethers, please let Ruth-Ellen 
know at the phone number or e-mail 
below. 
 
                                                                                                                                                        

Who can be a member of RTO/ERO? 
Associate members may be: 
A retired non-educator employee of an Ontario School Board or educational organization 
An individual, actively employed in education, who is not retired and will be eligible upon 
retirement to be a Full or Associate member 
A retired teacher receiving a pension from a non-designated Ontario private school 
A retired educator who is receiving a pension from a University or College in Canada 

 
If you have any questions, give me a call or send Ruth-Ellen an e-mail at 

2kelly@sympatico.ca or 519-426-9207 
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A – Audubon Society... beautiful birds and a 
focus on nature! 

B – Box Socials... decorate a lunchbox and 
nervously eat with the classmate who bid 
on your lunchbox!  Who could eat? 

C – Crepe paper Christmas concert 
costumes... keep away from those smokers! 

D – Discipline in 
classrooms and that 
dreaded strap in the office 
(which kept most kids in 
line for a lifetime!) 

E – Encyclopedia and 
Books of Knowledge on 
the shelf with embossed leather covers... a 
world of knowledge at your fingertips. 

F – (Red) Feather Society.  Those little red 
feathers and later plastic feather pins, 
which were so appealing (a precursor to the 
United Way, I learn now) Also Red Cross 
meetings... our first experience of 
organizational responsibilities and the 
structure of formal meetings. 

G – Games at recess... Red Light-Green 
Light and Mother May I? We enjoyed Hide 
and Seek, Touch Tag, Freeze Tag, Simon 
Says, Dodgeball, One Potato - Two Potato 
and Red Rover. 

 H – Hectograph pads with the faint purple 
printprint-out.  Made from gelatin, of all things.  

Sthi   

       I – Inkwells in wooden desktops! Waterman 
and  Esterbrook ink-filled fountain pens. Later 

cartridges were not so messy! 
 
J – Jerry, John, Jimmy, Jack, Joey... those 
were the common names. No Jarred or 
Josiah or Jude or Jaxon. 

K – Kids were just kids... simple childhood 
times. 

L – Long division (double 
digit) learned in grade 4 and 
mastered in grade 5.  Double 
and triple digit multiplication 
as well. 

M – Music classes with Mrs. 
Grace Bellamy, the itinerant music 
teacher… a wonderful piano player!  Loved 
that lady! 

N – Nurses in white caps and uniforms who 
came to administer those dreaded needles!  
Seems like it was an annual event.  Yikes!  
Hated it! 

0 - Odour of Dustbane in every school... 
that reddish-brown floor sweeping 
compound. Kind of herbal and oily at the 
same time. Remember it? 

P – Prep time? What on earth was that? 

Q – Queen Elizabeth II’s photo on the wall...  
“God Save the Queen” and “The Maple Leaf 
Forever.”  Do you remember the words? 

 

A FIFTIES ALPHABET OF SCHOOL DAYS MEMORIES 
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R – Religion Classes... the travelling kind... 
with Mr. (and Mrs.) Black and his accordion 
and his story-telling flannel board.  Miss 
Suchard was another travelling show from 
a different year. Remember searching the 
Bible verses... at the shout of “CHARGE” to  
begin the search? 

S – Swings! Kids going over the bars!  And 
jumping off.  I don’t remember anyone 
breaking any bones. Or their necks!  
Teeter-totters and other dangerous 
playground equipment! We managed to 
survive very well. 

T – Timestables, Somehow we all learned 
them by grade 4 with instant recall.  But 
there WAS a lot of “threat” used in those 
days!  Maybe it was just called 
“expectations”. 

U – Unforgettable Christmas Concerts... a 
community gathering... families and 
friends... and excited, nervous  performers!  
And anxious teachers as well! Sad to see 
them disappearing and not being replaced. 

V – Valentines Parties, St. Patrick’s Day, 
Easter, Christmas... all the stickers and wall 
cutouts and decorations... and colouring 
sheets run off on those hectograph pads! 

W – Winter fun at recess... making snow 
forts, snowmen (a couple of snowballs! Ha! 
Ha!)... and playing Fox and Geese. 

X – X-traordinary friendships bonded... with 
teachers and classmates. We still hold 
them dear today after all those years!  
1950 to 2011...61 years!  It seems like 
yesterday! 

Y – Young teachers!... only 18 or 19 years 
of age, some of them... teaching their first 
classes after just one year of Teachers’ 
College after high school! 

Z – Zero Tolerance for disrespect... and 
other common childhood tendencies such 
as rudeness, tardiness, bad attitudes, bad 
language. 

Those were the days, my friends, 
We thought they’d never end! 

                                                                    

 

Written by Chris (Yuristy) King 

(Attended Gothic School with Cynthia 
Huffman-Burroughs as my teacher from 
1955 to 1959) 
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The Fabulous Fifties Gallery – May 2011 

Photos by Peter Wheatley 
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The Fabulous Fifties Gallery – May 2011 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
We are in need of committee members to 
help keep in contact with our members 
and potential members at schools 
throughout the county.  We are in 
particular need of members who live in the 
west end of the county.  Duties could 
involve contact with 3-5 schools in your 
area, phoning and/or computer contact 
with specific members or assisting with 
events in your area. I have enjoyed 
working on this committee for the past 
year and could use any time you have 
available. 

Please contact Ruth-Ellen Kelly at 
2kelly@bell.net or 519-426-9207 

 
 
DECADES OF DISTINCTION - 60’S 
COMMITTEE 
Members needed to assist organizing and 
presenting Decades of Distinction II—the 
Psychedelic 60’s.  I anticipate 4 meetings 
from October 2011 to May 2012. We can 
use your skills and time! Please consider 
this opportunity and contact: 

Please contact Ruth-Ellen Kelly at 
2kelly@bell.net or 519-426-9207 

 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 
SUBMISSION 
DEADLINES 
Spring - March 15 
Fall - August 15 

 
2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
The Second Vice President fills in for the 
President when the President and First 
Vice President are unavailable, organizes 
the presentation of the Egerton Ryerson 
Bell Awards, publicizes and promotes 
district activities and accomplishments of 
our members, chairs the Constitution 
committee, and serves as the liaison to 
the Political Advocacy Committee. The 2nd 
Vice President moves up, year by year, to 
the positions of 1st Vice President and 
President. 

 
HEALTH SERVICES & INSURANCE 
REPRESENTATIVE 
This volunteer assists the District 
membership with information and advice 
regarding the RTO/ERO Group Benefits 
Program. He/She attends the provincial 
Health Services and Insurance Seminar 
each year for updating as well as six 
Executive meetings per year. 
 
DISTRICT ARCHIVIST 
The archivist retains, stores and 
catalogues past copies of minutes, 
newsletters, constitutions and other 
historical data of our District and Provincial 
RTO/ERO.  Time Commitment:  2 
hrs/month 
 
If you are interested in any of these 
positions call or e-mail President Ginger 
Pullen. 
 

District 12 Norfolk Classified 

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 
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RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk Directory 
 

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 2011-2012 
President    Mary Antoniolli 443-5858 rayantoniolli@yahoo.com 
Past President   Ginger Pullen   582-2661 pullenging@yahoo.com 
First Vice-President  Ruth-Ellen Kelly 426-9207 2kelly@sympatico.ca 
Second Vice-President  TBA 
Secretary    Janie Forsythe 428-3158 janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 
Treasurer    Don Gardner   426-2381  dgardner@amtelecom.net 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
Archives     Diana Moir   583-0225   
Goodwill     Barb Luchka  428 6346 
Health Services   TBA 
Membership    Margie Ridzon  582-3952  
Pension Concerns   Peter Wheatley 426-1905  
Political Advocacy   Doug Thompson 426-1063  
Service To Others  Peter Scovil  443-7297  
Travel      Virginia Birnie  426-5162  
  
 
DIRECTORS  
Jack Beamer    428-1537   Muriel Dennis    586-7418     
Sandy Honsberger  426-9478  Howard Clark    426-1605 
   
 
 

 

 DROP OFF POINT 
I have made arrangements for Business 
Support Services, 12 Argyle Street, Simcoe  
(behind CIBC) to be a drop off point for any 
items you need to get to me for any of our 
events.  Just call or e-mail me to let me 
know you are leaving something at this 
venue. 
Ruth Ellen Kelly 

President Mary Antoniolli 
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GOODWILL COMMITTEE  
Mary Frances Bergen 429-3639   Cynthia Burroughs  443-8753  
Ella Eecloo    582-0575   Rose Pettit    582-1274 
Mary Anne MacDonald 426-9636   Nina Robinson   586-2494  
Donna Woodcock   428-4031  
 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  
Sheila Evans    583-3094     Jo Anne Barber  426-4496   
Mary Antoniolli  443-5858  Margie Ridzon    582-3952  
 
 
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE  
Lee Buffin    583-0429   Donna Hudson   443-5354    
Andy Putoczki   582-1952  Howard Clark    426-1605  
   
 
Newsletter editor / WEBMASTER 
Alfred Guidolin  582 2945  alfredguidolin@sympatico.ca 
 
TRAVEL COMMITTEE  
Nancy Smiley    426-2847   
 
PROJECT SERVICE TO OTHERS  
Muriel Dennis    586-7418   Hazel Andrews  428-0551 
David Walker    426-3834  
 
ARCHIVES 
TBA  
 

Prime Time  
RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk 
 
Alfred Guidolin – Newsletter Editor 
36 Melody Drive, Delhi ON   N4B 3E1 
519 582 2945 
alfredguidolin@sympatico.ca 


