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RTO/ERO Norfolk District 12 

Just as a decades-long teaching career can seem to fly by, I 
suppose editing duties can do likewise. I wonder if Roger looks back at 
his 17 years as editor of Prime Time as a long blur. And how can one 
adequately give thanks and pay tribute to our trailblazing editor? One 
hopes to live up to the standards set and try to carry on with an 
appreciation of the smooth path that has been left.  

While it is true that there were many who helped with articles, 
photos, collating and mailing, as with all great leaders, the team was 
guided by Roger’s steadfast direction. I hope I can rely on a similarly 
supportive team especially with these first few issues. 

As Roger himself stated in the last issue, his mandate was “a 
blast”.  It speaks clearly of the enthusiasm and motivation that fueled 
Roger’s long journey as editor. 

May I suggest that the reader take this opportunity to reach for a 
favourite beverage, raise a glass or cup and join in a thanksgiving 
toast and salute to Roger Cruickshank, RTO/ERO Norfolk District 12 
Editor Emeritus! Cheers Roger!  

Thank You Roger 
 

Norfolk RTO/ERO Website 

If you have news or photos for our website relating to the activities of 
retired educators in Norfolk, please contact our webmaster, Tony 
Dekeukelaere at 519 426 3541 or email him at rembrandt@kwic.com 

 
Our webpage can be found at http:/www.norfolkrto-ero.on.ca  
 

You’ll also be able to view this newsletter there as well as finding 
many other useful links.  

Prime Time 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help others 

and have 

fun doing it. 

 

These Norfolk District 12 RTO/ERO members received an award for 

volunteering at least five years in RTO/ERO or in other community 
organizations. The ceremony was at the Vittoria Community Centre 

on Wednesday May 31, 2006. Congratulations again on your 
dedicated service in helping others. 
Morlyn Addison 5 years RTO/ERO  

Hazel Andrews 10 years RTO/ERO and 25 years Norfolk Arts  
    Centre 
Jack Beamer  10 years RTO/ERO  

Betty Chanyi  5 years RTO/ERO 
Linn Giles             5 years RTO/ERO   
Evelyn Hochreiter   5 years RTO/ERO 
Margie Ridzon       5 years Horticultural Society  
Sandra Sime         5 years Horticultural Society 
Carmel Spiers        5 years Children’s Aid 

 
The above people exemplify what all of us should strive for in our 
retirement years. Help others and have fun doing it. Would you like 

to join the RTO/ERO Executive for 2007/08? Call me at 519 426 9478 
and I will gladly put your name on the Nominating Report.  

 
Submitted by Sandy Honsberger 
 

 

2006 Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 

Sandy Honsberger 

 

 

Goodwill Committee Report  

Evelyn Hochreiter 
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Donations to charities are made in memory of deceased RTO/ERO 
members as well as members of their immediate families. 

 

Total Donations Made      7 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario   2 
Tillsonburg District Association for Community Living 1 

Tabor Manor - St. Catharines    1 
Tillsonburg District Memorial Hospital   1 
Parkinson Society of Canada    1 

Camp Trillium      1 
      
Total Cards Sent      19 

Sympathy                                                7 
50th Wedding Anniversary                     4 
80th Birthday                                          4 
Get Well                                                  2 
85th Birthday                                            2   

            

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report Fall 2006    

Sandy Honsberger 

 

 

Prime Time Page 3 of 12 

   Farewell to all Norfolk RTO/ERO members. This ends my term as 
President. I’ve enjoyed my official duties and recommend that you 

consider filling the position sometime. Please attend the meeting 
portion of our AGM to vote on changes in our Constitution. Muriel 
Dennis hopes to have your support for all the work that she has 

put into this effort on your behalf. Muriel is very succinct. You will 
also learn immediately who your new Executive will be for 2006/07. 
Come out too and applaud the recipients of the Egerton Ryerson 

Bells. Imagine celebrating 25 years of belonging to RTO/ERO! 
Thank you to Judy Leitch for taking care of inviting these 
members and their presenter. It hasn’t been an easy task. Not all 
the eligible recipients live in Norfolk. 
   I’ve suggested to our new Editor, Fred Guidolin, that he print 

the names of the outgoing Executive and the incoming Executive on 
the back page of this newsletter because I feel that it is too long to 
wait until the next newsletter for these references.  

   Thank you to Rose Gagne for doing a fantastic job as Secretary.           
Good luck to Dave Garner as he steps forward to be our new 
President. Welcome to all new Executive Members. I wish you a 
successful and rewarding year. 
   I want to personally thank the Travel Committee for arranging 
the trip to The Walter’s Family farm. It rocked! Everyone on the trip 
seemed to enjoy the day. Way to go!  
   The Goodwill Committee will miss Evelyn  Hochreiter. and so 
will I. Now, we must be of assistance to Jenni Francis by letting 
her know when a member needs a card. We are all part of this 
committee and should call Jenni when we are aware of an eventful 
time for our members. Special birthday or anniversary? Illness? Etc. 
Acknowledge these times. 
   Again this year, Norfolk was successful with our Project Service 

to Others. The $2000.00 cheque for Mentoring was presented at 
the Spring Banquet. Thank you to the local press for coverage. 
Maybe District 12 will be able to help our community in 2007. 

   Be kind to Don Gardner. Be punctual when calling for meals or 
when submitting bills. 
   Thanks Marvin Moir for keeping us apprised and seeking 

answers relating to the health plan. Enjoy your new free time. Stay 
healthy. 
   Tony Dekeukelaere requests that you submit pertinent 

information to him to keep out web site up to date. Log on to keep 

informed. Thanks Tony. 
  

I’ve enjoyed 

my official 

duties and 

recommend 

that you 

consider 

filling the 

position 

sometime. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s 

Report 

continued 
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Roger Cruickshank has offered his expertise to our new Editor. 
Fred Guidolin is a very lucky person to have such a great mentor. 
What will you do now Roger? Relax?  

Linn Giles nearly exhausted herself this summer trying to find 
people willing to serve on the Executive. She spent hours and hours 
on the phone and on the computer but, as always, Linn persevered 

and is delighted to have filled all vacancies. Marvelous job! Thank 
you too for all your help while serving as Past-President. 
   Our area Pre-Senate meeting at WDHS on May 4, 2006 was 

successful and the next meeting will be in Brantford on Wednesday 
October 11, 2006 at 9:30, location to be announced.  
    Dave Garner, Beth Wheatley, Peter Wheatley and Nancy 

Smiley are scheduled to attend the Senate in Toronto on October 
16, 17, and 18, 2006. What a commitment! Thanks. 
Note:  Provincial will be sending out a survey in November. The 
results should help them serve you better. Please be prompt in 
completing the survey. 
    Thank you for supporting me as President. I look forward to 
serving as Past-President.  
 

 
 
 

 
 This is our first time to say “Congratulations!” to the following 
people. We wish you well in your retirement. We apologize if we 
have omitted anyone. “Thank you” to the people from this list 
who have already joined RTO/ERO. We encourage others to join 
as soon as possible. 
 

 
 

Kennedy, Lynn 
King, Chris 

Pearce, Mary 
Pearce, Ryan 
Sinkowski, Jean 

Smith, Linda 
Sonnenberg, Terry 
Stanchuk, Ann  

Taylor, Peggy 
Wagenaar, Anna 
Warriner, Dana 
Weiler, Harv 
Wilson, Dale 
 
 

Allgood, Scott 
Antoniolli, Mary 

Bailey, Jay 
Beal, Doug 
Botterill, Pamela 

Carr, Carol 
Cooke, G. Robin 
Davidson, Andy 

Elku, Linda 
Finnigan, Colleen 
Foster, Bob 
Haviland, Marlene 
Hoey, Kathy 
 

New Retirees   Sandy Honsberger 
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Travel Report Fall 2006             Morlyn Addison 

 

 Travel Through Time 
 

 As I compose this travel article, Norfolk RTO/ERO Travel has 
completed two-thirds of its 2006 travel season. During both trips 
you might say that we have managed to travel back to earlier times 

in our lives. 
 On Tuesday June 27, 2006 a total of 74 retired teachers and 
their relatives and friends travelled back in time to the 50's and 60's 

when bobby socks, poodle skirts and leather jackets  were all in 
style. The place was the Walters Family Dinner Theatre near Bright, 

Ontario and the show was “Rock Around the Clock” with Jeffery and 
the Juniors. At noon we were served a delicious Country Buffet 
followed by a marvellous concert. Oh, what memories it stirred! It 

even featured talent from the audience including our own Nancy 
Baldock on stage as a dancer. If you have not experienced the 
Walters Family Theatre, you should give them a try. You’ll be glad 

you did. 
 Then, on Wednesday August 30, 2006 fifty-four (54) 
participants were entertained at the Stratford Festival’s Avon 
Theatre in downtown Stratford with a presentation of the Rogers 
and Hammerstein classic stage musical, South Pacific. Such 
memorable and enchanting musical numbers as “Bali Hi”, “Some 
Enchanted Evening” and “I’m Gonna Wash That Man Right Out of 
My Hair” were enjoyed by all. Prior to the production, we browsed 
many of the stores in downtown Stratford, especially “Rheo & 
Thompson’s Candies and Chocolates” and had lunch on our own. 
Later, following the show, delicious courses of chicken, sole and 
roast beef were served to us at Demetre’s Family Eatery followed by 

scrumptious desserts. 
 One final excursion will take place on September 29, 2006 
when we visit the Shaw Festival to see their production of “Arms 
and the Man”.  If, as you read this article, that trip has not occurred 
as yet, you may still have a chance to sign up for it by calling Betty 

Chanyi at (519) 586-7175. As I compose this article, seven tickets 
are still available. 
 This is my fifth and final year as Co-Chairperson of the Travel 
Committee. I have enjoyed my tenure very much and wish my 
replacement, Virginia Birnie all the best.  I know you will be in good 
hands with Betty Chanyi and Virginia as your Co-Chairpersons of 
Norfolk RTO/ERO Travel.  

 

      

      

         Norfolk RTO 

Travel 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Thank you” to a very dedicated Membership Committee. I’ll miss 
working with you but I am also happy to announce that Marilyn 

Reeves agreed to assume the responsibility as Chair. I encourage the 
520 members of Norfolk District 12 to help this committee. Please 
contact anyone on the Membership Committee to let them know who 
has/is/will be retiring from the field of education (including- directors, 
superintendents, principals, teachers, etc.). We always welcome new 
RTO/ERO members. 

After publicly advertising and, after notifying every school and every 
prospective retiring educator in Norfolk, seven (7) people attended our 
RTO/ERO Information Session in April.  
In June, I mailed invitations to twenty-four (24) new retirees to attend 
the free luncheon in Delhi at DG&CC on Tuesday September 5. 2006 
Norfolk District 12 RTO/ERO treated eleven (11) new retirees and four 
(4) guests. Hopefully all these new retirees will join RTO/ERO. Some 
have already joined. Thank you to the thirteen (13) executive members 
and three (3) guests who joined the celebration and helped welcome 
our new retirees. The room was buzzing with chatter. Delhi G & C Club 
was nicely decorated and served another delicious meal. 

On August 8, 2006 Provincial informed me of twelve (12) new RTO/ERO 
members for Norfolk. Our hope is that all retirees (recent and former) 
will join. Membership is not automatic. I anxiously await the September 

updated list. 
There are still many retired educators who have not yet joined 
RTO/ERO. Encourage all your friends, relatives and neighbours who 

have retired from education to call 1 800 361 9888 to register as a 
member of District 12. Tell them the following: The call is free!!! The 
dues are minimal ($1.10 per $1 000 of gross pension). The benefits 

are plentiful - pension protection, political advocacy, health 
insurance, communication, service to others, connections, 
assistance and support and travel. There is strength in numbers. 
“Thank you” to the members who sent in change of address notices 
to Provincial. I received 27 such notices on July 12. Have you also 
updated your phone number? If you moved you may have a different 

phone number too. We can serve you better if we have the correct 
information. 

This is my farewell message to you: “Please be an ambassador for 
Norfolk District 12 and encourage new membership in RTO/ERO. Enjoy 
your retirement.”  
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Membership Committee Report           Fall 2006  

         Sandy Honsberger  
 

Please note 

that 

RTO/ERO 

has an 

Emergency 

Assistance 

Programme. 

Call any 

executive 

member or 1 

800 361 

9888 if you 

need a 

support 

service. 

Confidence 

is assured. 

 

Do you have a 

different 

address 

because of a 

911 number 

or because of 

a renamed 

street? 

Please notify 

Provincial 

immediately. 

Call 1 800 

361 9888. 
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In 1995 your Publicity Chairman, Larry Dickey, and his one 
committee member, Fred Kent, worked diligently to establish a new 
award for RTO/ERO District 12, Norfolk. After our 25th anniversary 

celebration of 1994 of STO/ERO Norfolk, the executive approved the 
recognition of this award to honour our anniversary and those 
members who have been loyal supporters of RTO/ERO for 25 or 

more years. A suitable replica of a school hand bell was selected 
with a title inscribed, “Egerton Ryerson Award” to commemorate the 
founder of our present Ontario educational system. This name was 
coined by Chris Lee now a retired RTO/ERO member living in British 
Columbia. Of the thirteen recipients in 1995, Helen Campbell had 
been retired for 35 years after a long teaching career of 38 years for 
a total of 73 years in education. A tribute long overdue! 
 
The first award was to be a one-time event, but its popularity has 
continued for the next 11 years. Many former recipients have been 
honoured by our membership. RTO/ERO has always asked former 
friends such as Mae Hill, Hazel Farr, Fred Kent, Jack Beamer, 
Howard Clark and others to introduce their colleagues. When Don 
Dailey introduced his mother, Verna Dailey, he remarked, “I have 

known this wonderful lady and teacher my whole life!” Hazel Farr 
received her award in 2002 after an illustrious teaching career of 44 
years and now with 29 years of retirement she will surely set a 

record of 73 years in education. A tribute well deserved as she was 
an STO president and has held almost every presidency in 
Federation up to Ontario Teachers Federation. 

 
Several trends have evolved with these bells and one positive result 
is so many members have attended our banquets to honour their 

former colleagues that RTO/ERO Norfolk has had to find larger 
banquet facilities to accommodate the increased turnout. What has 
happened to these bell awards? I have seen them displayed at the 

funeral homes of the deceased where they were cherished and 
passed down to future generations as family heirlooms. 
 

We have been overwhelmed that these awards have continued for 
the past 11 years. We are extremely pleased that our membership 

has continued to support this award especially for those retirees 
who have paid their dues, volunteered their services and worked in 
the trenches for RTO/ERO Norfolk. Thank you for your support for 
this prestigious award!  
 
 
 

A History of the Egerton Ryerson Bells    

         Larry Dickey, Fred Kent 

to honour our 

anniversary 

and those 

members who 

have been 

loyal 

supporters of 

RTO/ERO for 

25 or more 

years 
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RTO/ERO May 10, 2006 Luncheon 

Emmanuel Church, Simcoe 

Lois Bailey 

listens very 

Attentively as 

Nancy Smiley 

introduces 

our Guest 

Speaker, 

Arnold Hull 

RTO/ERO 

Provincial 

President 

 

Nina  Robinson  

and Juliette 

LaPierre 

 

L to R:  

Dave Walker, 

Mae Hill, 

Marvin Moir, 

Nina Robinson 

and Sandy 

Honsberger 
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We wonder 

who these 

ladies are 

with Lois 

Bailey! 

Patti Moore and 

Sheri Emerson,  

Big Brother/ 

Sister  

Co-ordinators,  

with  

Hazel Andrews 

and Arnold Hull 

Dave Garner 

thanks  

Arnold Hull 
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Project Service to Others needs your ideas!

      Hazel Andrews 

Every year we have the opportunity to apply to the provincial RTO/ERO 

for funding for a local project. Do you have any ideas? 

The project should provide a benefit to the community and raise the 

profile of retired teachers. A maximum of $4000 can be requested and 

the funding commitment is for one year only. 

Projects can involve issues of heritage, safety, education, health and 

recreation for any age. We need to hear from you. 

For the past six years District 12 RTO/ERO applications have been 

successful. Not all applications to the provincial RTO/ERO are 

granted. To date we have received grants for the Pipe Band at Port 

Dover High School, the grade five Heritage Program at the Delhi 

Tobacco and Heritage Museum, the Remembering the One Room 

Schoolhouse Project at Backus Conservation and Heritage area, the 

Teen Arts Council at Norfolk Arts Centre, and the Waterford Aphasia 

Project, and the Senior In School Mentoring Project through the Big 

Brothers and Sisters of Haldimand and Norfolk. 

The list of applications received by that date will be reported to the 

executive at the Wednesday November 22nd business meeting. Written 

information will be required for projects that are being considered. A 

copy of the application is available from Hazel. A committee will then 

review the applications. The final selection will be approved by the 

District 12 executive before it is submitted to the provincial Project - 

Service To Others committee. If you have any questions, please call 

Hazel Andrews at 428-0551. 

 

This year we submitted a proposal to the provincial office for a grant to 

support the Senior In School Youth Mentoring Program that is being 

developed by the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Haldimand and Norfolk 

(BBBS). We were pleased to announce at the spring banquet that this 

project has received a $2000 Project - Service to Others grant. This 

program will provide an opportunity for young, elementary students who 

are failing to achieve their potential, to meet with an adult volunteer for 

1 hour a week for one-on-one assistance with literacy and self-esteem 

issues.  The friendship of an adult who cares can make a huge 

difference in a child’s life.  For the teacher, there is the opportunity to 

use his/her skills and time to make a difference and enjoy networking 

with peers. This program seems to be a perfect fit for District 12 

RTO/ERO.  As retired teachers, we know about the problems that some 

children are experiencing; this is an opportunity to do something for 

only 1 hour a week! The Big Brothers and Sisters are planning to have 

this program in place by January 2007.  Information will be available at 

the Fall Annual Meeting Banquet and in the press at a later date.   

 

Applications 

for our 2007 

project must 

be received by 

Hazel 

Andrews or 

an executive 

member by 

Tuesday 

November 21, 

2006. 

 

 

 

A copy of the 

application is 

available 

from Hazel. 

If you would 

like to know 

more about the 

program, 

please call 

Patti O’Reilly 

519 426-3121 

 

Senior In 

School 

Youth 

Mentoring 

Program 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 2005-2006 

Past President    Linn Giles    443-8068 

President     Sandy Honsberger   426-9478  

First Vice-President   David Garner    428-0731  

Second Vice-President   Judy Leitch    582-0987  

Secretary     Rose Gagne    428-8087  

Treasurer     Don Gardner    426-2381  

 

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 2006-2007 

Past President    Sandy Honsberger   426-9478 

President     David Garner    428-0731 

First Vice-President   Graham Harrison   582-0820 

Second Vice-President   Beth Wheatley    426-8480 

Secretary     Rose Gagne    428-8087  

Treasurer     Don Gardner    426-2381  

 

DISTRICT BOARD  

(Includes District Executive, Committee Chairs, Newsletter 

Editor, Provincial Officers, and others as needed)  

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Archives     Diana Moir     583-0225  

Goodwill     Evelyn Hochreiter   688-1861  

Health Services    Stuart Ross    586-7681  

Membership    Sandy Honsberger   426-9478 

Newsletter     Fred Guidolin   582 2945  

Pension Concerns   Peter Wheatley   426-1905  

Political Action    Mary Lou Norman   582-4271  

Project Service To Others  Hazel Andrews    428-0551  

Travel (joint)    Betty Chanyi    586-7175  

     Virginia Birnie   426-5162 

Webmaster    Tony Dekeukelaere   426-3541  
 

DIRECTORS  

Jack Beamer   428-1537   Dave Hilton   587-2916 

Howard Clark   426-1605  Marvin Moir   583-0225 

Muriel Dennis   586-7418    Ralph Savage   582-1563 

   

GOODWILL COMMITTEE  

Mary Frances Bergen 429-3639   Cynthia Burroughs  443-8753  

Ella Eecloo    582-0575   Mae Hill    443-5137  

Joan Ionson   587-4318   Rose Pettit    582-1274  

MaryAnne MacDonald 426-9636   Nina Robinson   586-2494  

Betty Walker   426-3834   Donna Woodcock  428-4031  

(Please contact one of these people if you know someone who would 

benefit from a call, visit, card or flowers.)  
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  

Anne Church   582-1731   Sheila Evans   583-3094    

Margie Ridzon   582-3952   Jo Anne Barber  426-4496 

Nancy Smiley   426-2847   Mary Antiolli  443-5858 

 

POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE  

Lee Buffin    583-0429   Howard Clark   426-1605  

Dave Hilton   587-2916   Donna Hudson   443-5354  

Andy Putoczki   582-1952     

 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE  

Linn Giles    443-8068   Rose Pettit    582-1274 

  

TRAVEL COMMITTEE  

Sandy Burggraeve  582-1679   Mae Hill    443-5137 

Jennifer Francis   583-1045   Nancy Smiley   426-2847  

 

PROJECT SERVICE TO OTHERS  

Muriel Dennis   586-7418   Peter Scovil  443-7297 

David Walker   426-3834  

 

ARCHIVES 

Diana Moir   583-0225 

 

 

Norfolk District 12 Directory 

Tentative Executive Meetings 

Vittoria Community Centre 

10:00 am 

 

Wednesday October 25, 2006 

Wednesday November 22, 2006 

Wednesday February 7, 2007 

Wednesday April 4, 2004 

Wednesday June 6, 2007 

Wednesday August 8, 2007 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at  

www.norfolkrto-
ero.on.ca 

 

36 Melody Drive 

Delhi, Ontario 

N4B 3E1 

 

519 582 2945 

 

alfredguidolin@ 

sympatico.ca 
 
 


