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President’s 
Message 
Ruth-Ellen Kelly 

We have a packed schedule of events for you this 
year and I hope you will take the opportunity to 
attend as many as you can. Our Spring Banquet 
is being held at a new location. Since we are 
celebrating closed Delhi Schools, the Hungarian 
Hall will be our venue for the first time.  I know 
you will enjoy the traditional Cabbage Rolls and 
Chicken dinner but be ready for some prizes and 
surprises as we celebrate all things “Delhi”. Be sure 
to get your RSVP form in on time! 

Another first will be our Music and Spoken 
Word Fete being held to coincide with Canada 
150 celebrations as well as all the local talent. You 
will be pleased to know that I am not singing for 
this show so its safe to come out and enjoy the day 
with us.  It would be such a treat for the 1990’s 
staff of Windham Central School if our colleague 
and RTO member, Paul C. would come and favour 
us with a reading. He used to entertain us at recess 
with his dramatic flair. Are you out there, Paul? 

This May, we are hosting an afternoon for 
members to learn how to get the most out of their 
insurance and travel coverage. Our own Health 
Services Representative, Virginia Birnie, and a 
representative from Merit Travel will be there to 
explain how to navigate the sometimes tricky 
insurance waters. There will be refreshments and 
door prizes, including one from Merit Travel…so 
registering for this free event is necessary. 

Check out the Calendar of Events in this 
newsletter for all the particulars including dates, 
cost and registration.  It will be worth your while to 
take a look. 

There are a few changes taking place at the 
provincial level.  The organization is revamping 
their governance model. At present, RTO/ERO is 
governed by the Senate which consists of two 
representatives from each of its 48 districts.  The 
Senate elects a Provincial Executive, adopts the 
budget and deals with other financial matters.   
Proposed changes include having the Senate elect a 
Board of Directors who vote on the budget and 
other matters with input from Senators. This will 
reduce the liability to Senators while valuing their 
needs and opinions in all matters. Of course, 
approval at the Spring Senate is required before 
these changes can be made. 

Our new strategic plan and initiatives like 
“Standing up for Seniors” outline our goals for the 
coming years. More information is available on the 
provincial website.  Check it out.   
rto-ero.org 

Our local Executive and Board of Directors is an 
amazing group of people! They work hard for your 
benefit on every project. That’s why I hope you will 
come out to our events and socialize and enjoy all 
the events they have planned. 

Another way you could help is by becoming a 
Local School Representative. You would visit 
one or two schools of your choice 3 or 4 times a 
year to be the face of District 12, Norfolk and 
deliver valuable information to the school staff 
through the secretary and/or principal.  It would 
take less that 3 or 4 days per year to do this job. If 
you are available for this task, please contact me at 
2kelly@bell.net  or 519 426 9207 

District 12 offers bursaries to every elementary and 
secondary school in Norfolk County. Many of the 
schools request a representative from our district 
to present the award at their Graduation 
Ceremonies. Since most are on the same dates in 
June, we need some volunteers to be presenters.  
We’ll even write the very short speech for you. If 
you can help in this way, contact me at the above 
email or phone.   

I hope you are enjoying your retirement and look 
forward to seeing you at our events soon! 
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Vice-President’s 
Report 
Ray Davis 

Let me begin by wishing all RTO/ERO members a 
belated happy and healthy new year. It promises to 
be an exciting one as Canada celebrates 150 years 
and our neighbours to the south cope with a new 
President. Time will tell. 

In December, we enjoyed our first Christmas 
Caper. Although we would have liked to see a 
larger attendance, those who did so seemed to have 
a good time with good food, games, and musical 
entertainment from the Carillon Belles, Willard 
Challand, and our own DJ Fred. Congratulations to 
Janie Forsythe and her committee for a wonderful 
afternoon of fun. 

On January 1, 2017 our insurance carrier changed 
for our benefits. Hopefully, all remembered to 
change the cards in their wallets and purses. Up 
next is the Spring luncheon at the Hungarian Hall 
in Delhi. This represents a departure from our 
usual haunt but I am sure the ladies will provide us 
with an excellent lunch. 

The topic of Governance promises to dominate our 
spring Senate. Decisions will be made on how our 
organization will operate and where the control 
will centre.  It should be an interesting meeting. 

We are still in need of a Second Vice President. If 
you have considered serving on the executive, 
please advise Ruth Ellen or me. This is very 
important if we are to continue to serve our 
members.  

Nine recipients are eligible for the Egerton Ryerson 
Bell Awards in October. This celebration of 25 
years of retirement is always an interesting 
meeting. Mark it on the calendar and come out and 
support our 25 year retirees. 

Everyone is reminded of the new opportunity we 
have with Venngo memberships.  Be sure to check 
it out as well as the McMaster Portal. Finally, 
RTO continues to monitor legislation that may 
affect members. Bill 33 deals with Long Term Care 
homes and specifies the amount of time that 
seniors would receive nursing and personal 
support. 

Joining this executive has been an eye opener. 
Ruth Ellen's work ethic and organizational skills 
are amazing. There is an excellent group of people 
working on your behalf. Please try to support them 
and encourage others to do so as well. 

See you at the Spring Luncheon.

Christmas Caper Winners 

Among the many fun activities at our Christmas 
Caper, contest winners were; 
Trivia Contest First Prize  
Fred and Rosey Guidolin, Peter and Alma Scovil 
Trivia Contest Second Prize 
Nancy Smiley, Carole Mazur, Sandy Sime,  Nicole 
Husul 
Door Prize Winners 
Peter Scovil, Margie Ridzon, Willard Challand,   
Fred Guidolin, Rose Gagne  
Best Christmas Gear  
Brenda Molnar  
Beans 
Keith Ashley, Ray Davis,  Peter Scovil, Dave Baldock 
Virginia Birnie, Margie Ridzon 
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Health Insurance 
Report 
Virginia Birnie 

RTO/ERO has grown substantially from its origins 
in 1968. Our group insurance plans, designed by 
our members for over 93,000 of us and our 
dependents have been independently evaluated as 
the best in the field. Please read this article 
Honouring the Past and Present by Martin 
Higgs in the Fall 2016 Renaissance.  
Sometimes, when we have something safely within 
our clutches we may come to take it for granted 
and not fully appreciate it. I am speaking about 
our RTO Health Benefits Plan.There are good 
tips and reminders in Renaissance pages 2-4 and it 
is worthwhile reading to jog our memory as it gives 
a further explanation of just what we have in our 
Health Benefits package. 
Drug use among seniors is becoming increasingly 
complex, with nearly two-thirds of seniors taking 5 
or more prescription drugs. Drug use increases 
with age, with nearly 40% of Canadians age 85 and 
older taking more than 10 drugs over the course of 
the year. 
Dr. Paula Rochon, RTO/ERO Chair in Geriatric 
Medicine is currently exploring how to manage the 
health of older adults with multiple complex and 
chronic conditions. That is us, folks. Maybe now or 
maybe in the not too distant future, retired 
teachers in Norfolk fit this category.  
Much work is to be done to examine the benefits 
and risks of drug therapies commonly prescribed 
to older adults so that practical and innovative 
strategies to improve prescribing practices for 
older women and men are being investigated. 

By now you will have received the 2017 Health 
Benefits Plan book and the updates. Keep this 
book in a safe and readily available place as it will 
be your guide for the next two  years. 
The RTO/ERO Group Insurance Plans have been 
administered by Johnson Inc for more than 30 
years but are now underwritten by Sun Life and 
Cumis General Insurance Company, a 
change from Manulife.  
Important: The policy number of 7106 for the 
Out of Province/Canada Travel plan is now in 
effect. The emergency contact phone numbers for 
Allianz Global Assistance have changed and 
the updated information is on your new Benefits 
Card. Keep this card with you when 
travelling. 

Look for the new Supplemental Travel Plan annual 
rates which you will have received. The premium 
which you choose will be deducted in monthly 
instalments from your RTO pension. 
RTO/ERO announced MemberPerks is being 
included as a part of the Extended Health Care 
Plan effective January 1, 2017 through 
Venngo. It offers world-class group discount 
programs including health and wellness products, 
services, and events. Visit www.rto-
ero.venngo.com for more information or phone 
Venngo customer service at 1 866 383 6646. 

http://www.rto-ero.venngo/
http://www.rto-ero.venngo/
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Update: Provincial Office has enquiries with 
regard to reports that the federal government was 
considering the tax status of employer 
contributions to an employee’s health and dental 
insurance. The following is information to reassure 
members. 
• Prime Minister Trudeau announced in the House 

of Commons on February 1, 2017, that the 
government would not consider such a tax. 

• Even if the federal government considered such a 
change, RTO/ERO’s Group Insurance Plans 
would be unaffected as our premiums are 100% 
paid by our members – there is no employer 
contribution whatsoever. 

• Premiums that our members pay toward our 
Group Insurance Plans are eligible toward 
Canada Revenue Agency’s medical expense tax 
credit. 

How can you get the most out of 
your  Health and Travel 
coverage? 
Come to a Free Information Presentation by 
Virginia Birnie, our Health Services 
Representative and Marianne De Lima, Merit 
Travel. 
Wednesday May 10, 2017  2:00-4:00 pm 
Hungarian Hall, Delhi 
Win gift certificates including a special prize 
donated by Merit Travel. 
Please register by contacting Ruth-Ellen Kelly at 
519 426 9207 or 2kelly@bell.net 

Retirement Planning Workshop 
Anyone within 5 years of retirement, who is 
employed by a Board of Education is welcome 
to attend. 
Wednesday May 10, 2017  4:30 pm-8:00 pm 
Hungarian Hall, Delhi 
Cost: $10 includes  workbook, supper,  $5  Tim 
Horton’s Gift Card for every participant,  a 
chance to win an iPad Mini 
Register online at  
http://rto-ero.hs-sites.com/rpw-12-2017 

Cheques payable to RTO District 12 Norfolk  
Send to Ruth-Ellen Kelly  
1-119 Maple Street, Simcoe, ON N3Y 2G3 
by April 30, 2017
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Goodwill Report 

Carol DeFields 

Another relatively mild winter is winding down as 
I write this report, but I suppose I had better 
“knock on wood” as I say that! I have talked to 
many of our members who have enjoyed their 
sojourns in warmer climates just the same.  

I am pleased to report that the cards I am sending 
to our members are now also created by our 
members! Lynn Kennedy and Lynda 
Otterman submitted designs which I am 
presently using, and the next printing will be a 
creation of Ann Duwyn. Thank you to these 
talented members for sharing their artwork.  

At this time I would like to remind all members of 
our guidelines for sending the cards and making 
donations.  So-called “milestone” birthdays (80, 
85, 90, 95, 100) are acknowledged in the month in 
which they occur.  I send a donation to the RTO 
Foundation in the event of a member’s death or 
the death of a member’s parent, sibling, spouse or 
child. Cards are written to the member or to his/
her family. I mail these if I have a reliable address 
or sometimes drop the card off at the funeral 
home. I am most likely to miss the passing of a 
family member since I may not recognize the 
names when the notice is in the paper, and 
surnames differ from the member’s name. Thanks 
to those of you who try to keep me informed.  

Please contact me by e-mail if you know of an RTO 
member who has lost a family member. I wait until 
there are a few donations to be made before 
sending the donation to the RTO Foundation. Our 
foundation continues to raise funds that are used 
towards geriatrics/gerontology research.  
A new initiative of the foundation will be the social 
isolation of seniors. 

These members are celebrating an 
important birthday between January and 
June of this year. 

Jack Beamer  Ruth Haviland 
Ted Whitworth  John MacAulay 
N. Ted Woon  Mary Brown 
Stella Rebuk  Kuldip Gulati 
Mac Churchill  Doug Overbaugh 
Ella Eecloo   Henry Chamberlain 
Denis Murphy  Veda Van Galen 
Wilf Pond   June Bonner 
Don McCague  Thomas Gannon 
Seraphine Dowd 
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The next two lists were compiled on March 1. 

Our sympathy goes out to these members who 
have lost a member of their family.  
Kathy Jull   Wanda Tiller 
Cynthia Burroughs Linda Schweder 
Richard Esseltine Mary Rapchak 
Deb Hillner  Evelyn Shoff 
Donna DeSerrano Michael Craig 
Mike and Barb Hourigan 

Unfortunately we lost these RTO members. They 
will be missed. 

Ross Dougherty 
Edward Reidy 

Doris Caskenette 
Robert Morrison 

Harry Barrett 
Helen Kozub 
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Project: Service to 
Others 
Strong Start 

Peter Scovil 

In 2016, District 12 was pleased to receive the full 
amount of $4000.00 from Provincial RTO for 
Project: Service to Others. It supported the Strong 
Start program which was introduced to Norfolk 
County in 2006. Strong Start targets children in 
Senior Kindergarten and Grade One (ages 5-7) 
who need assistance with foundational reading 
skills. It also helps English language (ESL) 
learners up to age 10. Children who are lagging 
behind in early literacy skills are selected by their 
teacher to work with a volunteer coach one-on-one 
to help where they most need it. 

RTO member, Judy Leitch, the Norfolk volunteer 
coach who originally suggested this project for 
RTO funding, wrote: 
I have been involved with the Strong Start 
program for two years. I find it structured, 
easy to follow and effective. The students 
enjoy the multiple activities they engage in 
for 30 minutes and gain confidence in their 
abilities. I highly recommend the program, 
a total of 10 sessions of 30 minutes per 
child to be completed over 10 weeks.  

The funding from Provincial RTO helped Strong 
Start purchase supplies for Norfolk elementary 
schools, to help children with reading difficulties.  
Strong Start provides each school with enough 
materials for 25 children during the school year at 
an average cost of about $300 per school.  
Currently, the program is operating in 19 Norfolk 
elementary schools, including two that have signed 
up since the grant request was made. 

RTO members have been actively involved with 
Strong Start as volunteers, staff, and financial 
supporters. Many RTO members volunteer as 
coaches in schools in Norfolk, Brant, Haldimand 
and Waterloo, helping children learn to read. Ruth 
Mills, Strong Start’s Program Co-ordinator for 
Brant-Haldimand-Norfolk, is an RTO member, as 
is Deb Hillner of Norfolk RTO, the volunteer site 
co-ordinator in one of the schools. In October 2016 
and February 2017, Strong Start held free 
volunteer coach training sessions at Elgin Avenue 
and West Lynn Public Schools, with a total of 36 
volunteers being trained. Strong Start will hold 
more training sessions in Norfolk schools in the 
fall. 

For more information on the Strong Start 
program, see the fall Prime Time or the Strong 
Start website:  
http://strongstart.ca/media/giving-young-
readers-a-strong-start-to-literacy/.   

If you are interested in volunteering, call Ruth 
Mills in Brantford at 519 743 9578 x 106, or email 
her at rmills@strongstart.ca  

Check the schedule of training sessions at http://
strongstart.ca/programs/letters-sounds-and-
words/training/ 
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Prime Time

You’re Invited! 
Come to our fourth celebration Remembering 
Our Closed Norfolk County Schools. This 
time, we’re celebrating the closed Delhi schools at 
our Spring Luncheon at the 

Hungarian Hall 
71 King St 
Delhi, ON 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 
Cost: $20.00    Doors open at 11:00 am! 

Our Closed Norfolk County Schools

Come and enjoy the Hungarian Hall’s 
famous Chicken & Cabbage Roll Dinner 

Come and See 
School Displays  Tobacco Trivia 
Contests   Prizes and Surprises 
Socialize with Friends and Colleagues 

Be sure to complete and submit your Luncheon 
Reservation Form included with this newsletter. 
Return it by Friday April 21, 2017 to  
Ruth-Ellen Kelly 
1-119 Maple Street  
Simcoe, ON N3Y 2G3 
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Those who volunteered to research a school for the Spring Luncheon please submit their work by April 11, 
2017.  If you need assistance or if you can research one of the unselected schools below,  contact Ruth-Ellen 
2kelly@bell.net as soon as possible for help with supplies, paper and ideas. 

Gothic School    Lorie Dertinger   Lynedoch   Madeline Wilson 
St. John’s  Sandy Sime    Vittoria   Virginia Birnie 
Windham Central Mary Antoniolli   Pinegrove 
Block School  Margie Ridzon   McKnight 
St. Gabriel’s  Nancy Smiley    Tisdale School 
Nixon   Deb Hillner    St. Mary’s LaSalette 

St Mary’s LaSalette School 1927



Egerton Ryerson Bell Awards 2017 

“Arrogant and strong 
willed, he never 
backed away from 
controversy, 
combining strong 
administrative 
talents, tireless 
energy, an anti-
partisan spirit and a 
keen sense of what 
was best for his 
province.”    

  

Egerton Ryerson 

Each year we recognize members of RTO/ERO 
who have been with our organization for 25 years.  
On Wednesday October 12, 2017, we hope many of 
you will join us to honour these members: 

John B. Boon  
Georgette R. Bridle 
John Loos   
John A. Macaulay 
Gordon A. Pennington 
Wilfred Pond 
Veda VanGalen 
Beth Waite 
Mary Brown 

If you think anyone is left off the list, please let me 
know. If you were a co-worker or student of any of 
these educators, please forward your memories 
(humorous  or otherwise) of them to me for 
inclusion in our display next fall.  E-mail or snail 
mail as you please!  2kelly@bell.net 
Ruth-Ellen Kelly        
1-119 Maple Street, 
Simcoe On N3Y 2G3 
519 426 9207 

Come and celebrate 
with the newly retired! 

All newly retired education staff are invited to 
attend a complimentary Brunch 
to celebrate your retirement  
Wednesday September 13, 2017 
10:30 am to noon 
Venue to be announced. Watch our website 
District12.rto-ero.org 

District members are welcome to attend  
Member cost is $10 
Please register by contacting 
Ruth-Ellen Kelly 
2kelly@bell.net or 519 426 9207 

Sponsored by Retired Teachers of Ontario 
District 12 Norfolk 
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Book Lovers  
Clubs 

Christine Hill 

We are a group of RTO members who love to read.   
In fact we have two Book Lovers Clubs. 

One meets on the first Thursday, the second on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month, in 
members’ homes on a rotating basis and are about 
to mark four years of meeting as a Book Club. 
 
The format of the meetings varies in that 
sometimes we'll discuss what we have been 
reading on our own and sometimes we'll all read 
the same book. We take turns selecting which book 
the group will read and getting a Book Club Kit 
from the Public Library. 
 
Our tastes vary widely and we have read novels, 
short stories, non-fiction and biographies 
If you are interested in becoming a member of 
either of our Book Lovers Clubs then please 
contact Christine Hill at 519 426 4349 or 
christine.hill@sympatico.ca who will be happy to 
hear from you. 
   

Walking Club 
Janie Forsythe 

RTO walkers continue to explore Norfolk’s trails 
and beyond. We meet on the 2nd  and 4th Thursdays 
of each month, beginning at 9:30 am. New walkers 
are always welcome! If you would like to receive 
information on locations of our walks, please 
contact  
Janie Forsythe at 519 428 3158 or 
janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 
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Political 
Advocacy Report 
Doug Thompson 

While I was at the last Executive Meeting, I was 
reminded that deadline for reports for the next 
newsletter was the first of March.  The question 
that I mulled over was what I could write about.  
After listening to some a discussion around the 
table, I decided to write a Personal Advocacy 
Report on finding out about obtaining health 
information about a family member. 

Have you ever experienced some difficulty of 
getting any information about a family member’s 
medical condition when visiting them in the 
hospital or at the doctor’s office? I have personally 
experienced this difficulty regarding an elderly 
parent. 

After the meeting, I went home to try and find out 
any information regarding this issue and did an 
online search. I was able to find out the following. 

In Ontario, Personal Health Information and 
Protection Act, 2004 provides the legislative 
and regulatory background for the release a 
patient’s information. It was to provide privacy of 
a patient’s medical information.  

The first two methods are the easiest to obtain and 
do not require a lawyer and is relatively cost free. 
The easiest method is to have the family member 
give oral permission for you to discuss and 
share information regarding their condition. It is 
essential that a doctor or nurse be present 
when the patient gives the oral permission 
to share their medical information with 
you. Ensure that permission is included in 
their medical chart.   

The next method is to have the family member give 
written permission to discuss and share their 
medical information placed in their medical 
records for you to discuss and share the 
information with the medical personnel who are in 
charge of the family member. This written 
permission should be a witnessed 
document. As with the oral permission, 
ensure that the written permission is 
attached to the patient’s medical chart.  
This written permission must be signed in 
front of a doctor or nurse and they should 
be witness to the signature. This is not a 
Power Of Attorney – Personal Care because you do 
not have any influence over any treatment options. 

The next and more formal method is to obtain the 
Power of Attorney – Personal Care.  This a 
legal document that the family member signs to 
allow you have input into the medical treatment.   
This has to be done before any medical crisis 
happens and the family member is competent.  
The document gives instructions as to who can 
have access to their records and any restrictions 
that are in place. This should be done in 
consultation with a lawyer and will cost 
money.  You must carry a notarized copy of 
this document for it to be actioned. A 
photocopy of the document is not sufficient 
for most hospitals.  

Ensure that a copy of the document is attached to 
or mentioned in the patient’s medical records. The 
family member can create a ‘lockbox’ about their 
medical information. No one can obtain any 
information.  Hopefully, your family member has 
enough faith in you not to put this into effect. This 
can be very frustrating if this happens.  
  
For you to become more informed about your 
rights, I recommend that you also do an online 
search.  I hope that article has been helpful.  
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Celebrate RTO/ERO 50th Anniversary  

2018 is the 50th Anniversary of RTO-ERO and to celebrate, District 12 Norfolk is writing a book 
about Education in Norfolk County featuring you!  Our focus is the people who created, shaped 
and improved our education system right here in Norfolk. 

As you know, our system was shaped by Egerton Ryerson, a Norfolk native who is credited with the 
development of the education system in Ontario.  Now, it’s your turn to continue Norfolk’s 
education story. 

Requirements 
• 250-500 word biography, preferably typed, but we will transcribe handwritten copies 
• 2-4 pictures, one close-up of graduation from Teachers’ College or University, another more 

current picture, staff photos or school activity photos, retirement photos 
• We suggest you write 2/3 about your career and 1/3 about your retirement 
• submit completed work  by June 30, 2017 to  
 Virginia Birnie  virginiabirnie916@gmail.com                      
 Ruth-Ellen Kelly  2kelly@bell.net   

Or drop off biography and pictures at Business Support Services, 12 Argyle Street, in Simcoe. 
They are open from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. 
For more information call Virginia at 519 426 5162 or Ruth-Ellen at 519 426 9207 

2018
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RTO Foundation 
News 
  
Margaret Payne 

The RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation continues to 
support research into ways to improve the lives of 
seniors. Last year it awarded $100,000 to fund 
four grants in Aging Research and Training at 
medical schools across Ontario; as well as an 
inaugural grant of $50,000 to create a 
community-based model for identifying and 
engaging vulnerable isolated seniors.  

If you wish to support this important work, you 
can do so online by visiting  
www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation 
calling 416 962 9463 x 271 
or mailing your donation to the  
RTO/ERO Foundation 
18 Spadina Road, Suite 300,  
Toronto, ON M5R 2S7 

Many members are choosing our charity when 
paying tribute to friends, colleagues or family 
members who have passed away. Cards are 
available at many funeral homes but if not, they 
are available to be picked up from the Foundation 
office, or download the Memorial Donor Form 
from the website. 

Janet’s Story (from District 22) 
The Foundation Seems to be Everywhere!  
It was just a short time ago when we began to hear 
about The Foundation. But it is “ours” and the 
word is getting out there.  
In October, I was invited to attend a luncheon at 
the Royal York Hotel. I brought up our Foundation 
and the $3 million that it had raised for the RTO/
ERO Chair in Geriatric Medicine.  
Then to my surprise, and the surprise of the 
women at my table, the event began with an 
introduction of the topic of aging and RTO/ERO’s 
incredible involvement in the initiative of The 
Foundation.  
Then, Dr. Paula Rochon was introduced via Skype 
and she talked about “us”. The women at my table 
thought that I had set this up, it was so very 
perfect.  

I find that I am getting more excited about The 
Foundation because it clearly is coming to be 
known outside of the education community. And I 
want to be a part of that.  

Prime Time

How Your Donation Helps…  
Your tax-deductible gift will support projects 
like these  
! Help identify vulnerable, isolated seniors and 
remove the barriers that prevent them from 
actively engaging in their community 
! Train future orthopedic surgeons on how to 
interact more effectively with their senior 
patients 
! Create an evidence-based tool to be used by 
volunteers and family members to improve the 
cognitive abilities of dementia sufferers 
! Mentor medical students to encourage them 
to specialize in geriatrics 
� And so much more...  
Watch for our refreshed and updated website at 
www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation, 
coming in March! 

http://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation
http://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation
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Spring 2017

Spoken Word  
Music Fete 

Delhi Tobacco Heritage Museum 
Friday June 9, 2017 
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Free Admission and Refreshments 
Local Spoken Word Artists and 
Musicians 

An RTO District 12 Norfolk  
Canada 150 Event 

Contact Fred or Rosey Guidolin 
519 582 2945 

RTO District 12 Norfolk 

Golf Tourney 
Norfolk Golf and Country Club 

Tuesday June 6, 2017  
3:00 pm (Shotgun Start)  
Golf + cart + supper  $47.00  
Golf (no cart) + supper $37.00  
Members - supper only $15 + tax + tip  
Menu:  Pulled Pork on a bun + 2 salads 
(to be determined)  

Format: 4 Person Best Ball  
Draw Prize Only:  2 green fees for 9 
holes at Norfolk G&CC 

Contact David or Nancy to register 
davidbaldock@sympatico.ca 
519 426 0742 by May 30, 2017 

mailto:davidbaldock@sympatico.ca
mailto:davidbaldock@sympatico.ca


Prime Time
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RTO District 12 Norfolk 2017 Calendar of Events 
February 1  RTO District 12 Norfolk Executive Meeting, Vittoria Community Centre 9:30 am 
February  16  Explore Your District Website  

March 1  Prime Time articles due 
March 19, 20  President’s Workshop: Ruth-Ellen & Ray 

April 5  RTO District 12 Norfolk Executive Meeting, Vittoria Community Centre 9:30 am 

May 3   Spring Luncheon Hungarian Hall, Delhi 
May 10  Travel Insurance Workshop Retirement and Planning Workshop 
May    Pre Senate 
May 16, 17   Spring Senate 

June 6   RTO District 12 Norfolk Golf Tourney - Norfolk Golf and CC, 3:00 pm 
June  9  Music and Spoken Word Fete - Delhi Tobacco Heritage Museum, 1:00 pm 
June 14  RTO District 12 Norfolk Executive Meeting, Vittoria Community Centre 9:30 am 
June 25, 26  Communications Workshop 
June    Graduation Ceremonies Presentations (various dates set by schools) 

August 1  Prime Time articles due 
August 2  RTO District 12 Norfolk Executive Meeting, Vittoria Community Centre 9:30 am 

September 13 Retirement Brunch & RTO District 12 Norfolk Executive Meeting, TBD 

October 1      AGM Reports Due 
October 11  RTO District 12 Norfolk Fall AGM and Ryerson Awards, TBD 
October 20  Pre Senate 
October 24, 25 Fall Senate 

November  1  RTO District 12 Norfolk Executive Meeting, Vittoria Community Centre 9:30 am 

December 8  Christmas Caper #2, TBD 

Two Book Clubs:  #1 meets on 4th Wednesday and #2 meets on 1st Thursday 
Walking Club April to November on 2nd & 4th Thursday starting at 9:30 or 10 depending on location



Spring 2017

RTO District 12 Norfolk Notices

Volunteer Help Wanted 
Second Vice-President 
RTO District 12 Norfolk is in need of a 2nd Vice-
President for our current Executive.  

From our Constitution; 
2.25 Duties of the Second Vice President 
a. To perform the duties of the President when the 
President and First Vice President are unable to 
carry out such duties; 
b. To chair the Egerton Ryerson Bell Awards 
Committee; 
c. To use a variety of media resources to publicize 
and promote District activities and 
accomplishments to our members, to retired 
education workers who are not members, 
to active education workers and to the public at 
large; 
d. To chair the Constitution Committee; 
e. To serve as the Executive Liaison to the Political 
Advocacy Committee; 
f. To act as a signing officer, if necessary. 

Executive Meetings are typically held 6 times a 
year with Executive members elected at the Fall 
Annual General Meeting. 
Please contact any Executive member or 
519 582 2945 or 519 426 9207 

Local School Representative 
You would visit one or two schools of your choice 3 
or 4 times a year to be the face of District 12, 
Norfolk and deliver valuable information to the 
school staff through the secretary and/or principal.  
It would take less that 3 or 4 days per year to do 
this job. If you are available for this task, please 
contact me at 2kelly@bell.net  or 519 426 9207 

Spoken Word and Music Fete Artists 
Share your talents at this first ever event sponsored 
by RTO District 12 Norfolk. Any piece of 
literature or musical selection with a 
Canadian flair will be appropriate for this 
special Canada 150 celebratory event at the 
Delhi Tobacco Heritage Museum on Friday 
June 9, 2017 at 1:00 pm. 
Visual artists and crafters are also invited to 
display their Canada 150 creative works. 
To apply for this opportunity please contact Fred 
or Rosey Guidolin at 519 582 2945  
alfredguidolin@gmail.com 

Waterford Heritage Museum  
Volunteers are needed.  Apply at 
159 Nichol Street, Waterford, Ontario N0E 1Y0 
Regular Hours are 
Monday to Friday from 10:00am - 4:30pm 
Sundays : 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
519-443-4211 

IVIX Fernlea Books 
Established in 1987 this non-profit bookstore has 
25000 books and is run by a group of volunteers 
and a retired school teacher. This charity 
bookstore’s sole purpose is to advance education in 
Haiti by selling used books. 
R. R. 3 #1271 HWY 3 
Delhi, Ontario  
519 582 1794 

Business Support Services  
This organization helps us with our photocopying 
and is our “drop off point” for collecting 
information from our members, now does colour 
photocopying.  This service is supported by the 
Norfolk Association for Community Living 
and is at 12 Argyle Street in Simcoe.   Your 
continued support of their efforts is greatly 
appreciated. 
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Executive 
President  Ruth-Ellen Kelly  519 426 9207  2kelly@bell.net 
Past President  Margaret Payne  519 428 3489 margaret.payne@live.com 
1st Vice President Ray Davis   519 429 0244 
Secretary  Janie Forsythe  519 428 3158  janeforsythe@sympatico.ca 
Treasurer  Ginger Pullen  519 582 2661  gingerpullen46@yahoo.com 

Committee Chairs 
Archives  Ruth-Ellen Kelly  519 426 9207  2kelly@bell.net 
Goodwill   Carol DeFields   519 586 3745  cjdefields@hotmail.com 
Health Services  Virginia Birnie  519 426 5162  virginiabirnie916@gmail.com 
Membership   Deb Hillner   519 718 3007  debhillner@gmail.com  
   Lorie Dertinger  519 582 3385  lderty@execulink.com 
Pension Concerns  Peter Wheatley  519 426 8480 wheatley@kwic.com 
Political Advocacy  Doug Thompson  519 426 1063  gunner@kwic.com 
Service To Others Peter Scovil   519 443 7297  peterandalma@gmail.com 
   Hazel Andrews  519 428 0551  hazela@amtelecom.net 
Newsletter-Website Alfred Guidolin  519 582 2945  alfredguidolin@gmail.com 
Members at Large Rosaleen Guidolin  519 582 2945  rmtguidolin@gmail.com 
   Marie VanDamme  519 443 7555  marivand@sympatico.ca 
Foundation   Margaret Payne  519 428 3489 margaret.payne@live.com  
  
Directors 
3 Year   Liz Whiton-McPherson 519 209 6563  lizwhiton@gmail.com 
2 Year   Ingrid Coppens  519 428 0575  laring60@gmail.com 
1 Year   Nancy Smiley  519 425 2847  nsmiley16@hotmail.com 

RTO/ERO District 12 Norfolk website  www.district12.rto-ero.org

RTO District 12 Norfolk Directory
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